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the University of Texas, Austin, October 10-11, 2007.
Seventeen NORTANA members attended, representing many colleges, universities, and community
education settings in North America. The speakers
and discussion leaders are nationally known: Allison
Spenader (Concordia Language Villages) led a discussion of national standards. Zsuzsi Abrams from the
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from Indiana University led a discussion about materials creation for intermediate and advanced classes.
The participants felt that the themes and discussions
were invaluable.

Finally, I would like to wish all NORTANA members
a productive and renewing spring semester. I look forward to continued contact during the next school year.
Louis Janus,
NORTANA President

NORTANA expresses its thanks to the Norwegian
American Foundation and the European Studies
Consortium at the University of Minnesota for their
financial contribution to this important NORTANA
educational endeavor. As president, I wish to thank
the organizing committee for this workshop: Claudia
Berguson, Peggy Hager, Kari Lie, and Ellen Rees.

NORTANA BUSINESS
NORTANA
Spring 2007 Meeting Minutes
Radisson Quad Cities Plaza, Davenport IA
April 28, 2007

NORTANA awarded a small scholarship to Marla
Juhl who teaches at a Sons of Norway lodge to attend
a summer institute at CARLA. We also are pleased
that the winner of the Ibsen essay competition, Sonya
Hamberg who just graduated from the University of
Washington, was able to spend 17de mai in Norway
last spring. NORTANA funded the plane fare, and the
U of Washington is supporting her hotel stay. We have
now successfully completed this year’s essay competition, Norway and the International Polar Year, and the
first prize of $500 will be awarded to Alice Deden.

NORTANA members attended a luncheon meeting on
the last day of the annual SASS conference, held this
year at the RiverCenter in Davenport, Iowa and hosted
by Augustana College, Rock Island, Illinois. President Louis Janus extended a welcome to all and asked
everyone to introduce themselves—there were thirtyseven of us at the luncheon/meeting.
President’s Report
Louis Janus announced that the ‘final’ winner of last
year’s Ibsen essay contest, Sonya Hamburg, is currently in Norway enjoying her prize. NORTANA paid
for her airfare and the Department of Scandinavian
Studies at the University of Washington is covering
her hotel room in Oslo for three nights.

As part of our on-going activities, remember that our
NORTANA email list is an excellent resource for requesting and sharing ideas and information. Send your
notes to nortana-l@umn.edu. I have been gratified to
read all the helpful ideas that members share when
someone asks something. We also have established a
web page to share information on visitors from Noway, in hopes NORTANA members can facilitate sharing of scholars and lecturers across North America.
You can list visitors you know about, and search for
other visitors at:
http://db.carla.umn.edu/nortana/visitors.html.

Treasurer’s Report
Terje Leiren announced that the organization is financially sound (look for a complete treasurer’s report
elsewhere in this newsletter). Members are encouraged to keep their membership up-to-date, ie., pay
dues! Non-members are urged to join!

Also, NORTANA is currently conducting an enrollment survey. Please enter your schools, courses and
enrollments at each level at: http://db.carla.umn.edu/
nortana/census-input.html. This is an update from the
first enrollment survey several years ago.
The nominating committee has organized this year’s
election, and ballots have been mailed to all paid-up
NORTANA members.

NORTANA



Bjørn Jensen Apartment
Margaret O’Leary reported that the apartment is
now rented out to a Fullbright scholar. During the
early summer months the Oslo International Summer
School uses the apartment; from early August to October ‘07 Ingrid Urberg will move in, and Mark Sandberg will be there from October to December. Applications for renting the apartment between December
2007 and May 2008 are now being accepted. In order
to apply you must be a North American scholar and a
member of NORTANA. The cost is NOK 4,100 per
month and includes basic phone, internet connection,
wireless.

Newsletter
Torild Homstad asked everyone to please submit announcements, book reviews etc. to the Spring Newsletter asap. She encourages us all to consider writing
book reviews—they needn’t be long—and to write
Reading Group Guides. Current Reading Group
Guides on the NORTANA website receive many hits,
according to Kari Lie.

nition this spring: A. Gerald Anderson, Odd Lovoll,
Faythe Thureen, Audun Toven, Carla Waal, Virpi
Zuck.
Congratulations to the following:
Christine Ingebritsen for promotion to full professor.
Tanya Thresher for receiving tenure and promotion
to associate professor.
Milda Ostrauskaite for recent hire at Concordia College.
Arne Lunde who will join the faculty at UCLA.
Kari Lie who will teach at St. Olaf.
John Weinstock for the recent publication of his
translation of a novel by Laila Stien, Antiphony.
Kathleen Stokker for the recent publication of Remedies and Rituals. Folk Medicine in Norway and the
New Land.
Donna Stockton, who received an ASF fellowship for
summer research in Norway.

Pedagogy Seminar
Peggy Hager gave a report from the committee planning a pedagogy seminar to be held October 10-11,
2007 in Austin, Texas immediately before Norgesseminaret. Topics to be covered at the seminar include
standards, proficiency tests and development of teaching materials. Program leaders will be Zsuzsi Abrams,
University of Texas-Austin, Allison Spenader, Concordia Language Villages, and Bill Johnston, Indiana
University. All members of NORTANA are eligible to
attend. The committee has secured funding to cover
room and board, thus limiting the cost to attendees to
a registration fee of ca. $30, plus travel expenses. Participants of the pedagogy seminar will all be invited to
attend Norgesseminaret, October 12-13. The focus of
Norgesseminaret 2007 is on Northern Norway.

Announcements
Liv Finborud from the Consulate General in New York
announced that the Bergen Philharmonic will visit and
perform in several cities on the east coast next fall as
part of the 2007 commemoration of Edvard Grieg.
For further information on events related to the yearlong celebration of Grieg, go to www.grieg07.com

Essay Contest
NORTANA will sponsor yet another essay contest in
2008 in conjunction with the International Polar Year.
The contest is open to all undergraduates and the topic
will be broad: any aspect of Norway in the polar
region, be it related to environmental studies, ethnic
studies, economics, history, literature, film, etc. Details
about the essay and the prize will soon be announced,
and all NORTANA members who have contact with
undergraduate students are asked to help get the word
out to the students and enourage them to participate.

Ellen Rees announced that the Department of German
and Scandinavian at the University of Oregon, in cooperation with the Department of Comparative Literature, can offer teaching assistantships in Norwegian
and Swedish to students proficient in those languages
who are accepted into the Comparative Literature
graduate program.

Study Abroad in Norway
Claudia Berguson will be attending a one-day conference prior to the annual NAFSA meeting on the
topic of study abroad programs. She weclomes input
from NORTANA members who have concerns re: the
content of study abroad programs available to their
students, particularly re: language instruction.

Monika Zagar announced that a national search for a
lectureship in Norwegian at the University of Minnesota will be conducted next year. Likewise, the University of North Dakota has indicated they will open a
search for a position in Norwegian next year.

Recognitions
Retired members of NORTANA are to be recognized
with a plaque and a life membership in the organization. The following members will receive such recog-

Respectfully submitted by Katherine Hanson

The meeting was adjourned by Louis Janus.
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Treasurer’s Report

Pedagogy workshop
Kari Lie reported that there were 17 participants at the
workshop, held from October 10 –11, 2007. There
were 3 sessions: national standards; assessment; materials development. Kari requested that all participants
complete the evaluation forms and submit them to her.
Kari volunteered to assemble a Task Force to follow
up on the workshop; Tanya Thresher suggested that
‘standards’ need to be put in place first—otherwise we
don’t know how to evaluate any assessment.

Beginning Balance (March 1, 2006)
$9,388.13
Income:
Membership dues		
$ 457.00
Expenses:
Website—Kari Lie, reimburse $ 93.24
Pres. expenses— Louis Janus
$ 180.90
Ibsen Essay Prize—Sonya H.
$ 925.70
Fall 06 Newsletter—T. Homstad $ 289.89
Bank Fees			
$ 86.00
Total:					

$1576.73

Ending Balance: (April 16, 2007)

$8269.40

Louis thanked all the sponsoring organizations: The
Norwegian Consulate in New York; the European
Studies Consortium at the University of Minnesota;
the Norwegian American Foundation. And he encouraged all participants to thank these sponsors with a
personal letter.

Respectfully submitted,
Terje Leiren, Treasurer
April 28, 2007
SASS Annual Meeting
Rock Island, Illinois

The planning committee, Claudia Berguson, Peggy
Hager, Kari Lie, Ellen Rees, Louis Janus, were recognized and thanked.
Future Norway Seminars
2008: Kathleen Stokker welcomed us to Decorah,
Iowa and Luther College next October 9-11. The
seminar will focus on textiles and contemporary Norwegian cuisine.

NORTANA Fall 2007 Meeting Minutes
Austin, Texas, October 13, 2007
The meeting was called to order by President Louis
Janus at 8:35 a.m. Louis extended a warm welcome to
all and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

2009: Jan Sjåvik announced that the University of
Washington will host this year’s seminar in Seattle.

Reports
Torild Homstad, editor of the NORTANA Newsletter,
announced that the Spring Newsletter was not sent out
because of technical problems and will consequently
appear with the Fall Newsletter in November 2007.

2010: Gergana May extended a provisional invitation
to Indiana University; she will check with her institution and report back. Monika Zagar said that the University of Minnesota would be able to host the seminar
in either 2010 or 2011.

Bjørn Jensen apartment
Margaret O’Leary announced that the apartment will
be available from December 15, 2007 to June 15, 2008
and again from August 4. Applications for renting this
centrally located and well-furnished apartment should
be sent to Margaret at oleary@stolaf.edu

Board elections
The current Board will serve through Spring 2008.
Elections will be held Winter 2008.
A nominating committee has been appointed: Peggy
Hager, Margaret O’Leary, Katherine Hanson.

Reading Guides
Kari Lie, NORTANA’s webmaster, aka Frøken Vev,
announced that four new Reading Guides have been
posted for the following books: Out Stealing Horses,
Alberta and Jacob, Maren Gripe, The Half Brother. A
fifth, for Antiphony, will be posted soon.
NORTANA

Announcements
The University of North Dakota has approved a tenure
track position in Norwegian. Deadline for applications is November 1, 2007.



From Royal Norwegian
Consulate General, NY

The University of Minnesota will offer a three- year
position for an Instructor in Norwegian language and
culture starting autumn 2008.

Kata Kiss has joined the staff at the Royal Norwegian
Consulate General’s office in New York as the new
Coordinator of International Education. She has a degree in Public Administration from Columbia University and has worked earlier with ANSA (Association
of Norwegian Students Abroad.)

The University of Oregon invites graduate students
with competence in any Scandinavian language
except Icelandic to apply to the graduate program in
Comparative Literature.
Congratulations
To Jan Sjåvik on the recent publication of Historical
Dictionary of Norway.

The Consulate General in New York has received
some wonderful new Grieg materials, including
a Grieg sampler and a DVD, ca. 20 minutes long,
called “In All Sincerity — Edvard Grieg: In His Own
Words,” along with an extensive information booklet. The DVD is from 1993, but has been re-released
for the Grieg year. These materials can be borrowed
by sending an e-mail request to thae@mfa.no or
cg.newyork@mfa.no.

To Ellen Rees on the recent publication of Figurative
Space in the Novels of Cora Sandel.
Consulate General in Minneapolis
The Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
proposed to change the Consulate General in Minneapolis to an Honorary Consulate, thus reducing the
number of Norway’s Consul Generals in the USA
to three. As this would directly impact a number of
institutions with active Norwegian programs, Margaret O’Leary moved that NORTANA write an official
protest of this proposed change on behalf of the
membership. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.

The following travel grants have been awarded to
NORTANA members this year:
Claudia Berguson, Pacific Lutheran University, for
research on elements of parody in Sigrid Undset’s
Kristin Lavransdatter, $1500
Patrick Dale, St. Olaf College, for research on the
relationship between Norway and Russia and environmental questions in connections with drilling for oil in
the Barents Sea, $500

IPY Essay Contest
Louis reminded us to encourage our students to participate in the essay contest on the topic of Norway
and the International Polar Year. Deadline for submissions: January 15, 2008. The winner will be awarded
a prize of $500.

Peggy Hager, University of Wisconsin, for developing
video tools (vodcasts) to use in Norwegian instruction
in the US, with a focus on speaking and Norwegian
dialects, $1300

Nordområdestipend
SIU (Senter for internasjonalisering av høyere utdanning) and UD (Utenriksdepartement) are jointly offering scholarships to students from Russia, Canada,
and the USA for study at institutions of higher education in North Norway over a period of three years,
2007-2010.
For detailed information go to www.siu.no and click
on “Nordområdestipend”.

Louis Janus, University of Minnesota, for making
sound recordings for a multimedia dictionary for Norwegian language students, $1500
Kari Lie, University of Texas, Austin, for further work
on the Norwegian language text, Sett i Gang I and Sett
i Gang II, $1500

The meeting was adjourned at 10:05.

Mark Sandberg, University of California Berkeley, for
work on a book on Ibsen and architecture, $1500

Respectfully submitted, Katherine Hanson
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Donna Stockton, University of Colorado, for research
on Camilla Collett for the first dissertation in English
on Collett, $1200

NORTANA is obligated to pay the rent and expenses
on the apartment regardless of whether the apartment
is occupied. Therefore, we must prioritize renters who
will give us maximum occupancy.

Micheline van Riemsdijk, University of Colorado, for
research for dissertation on Polish immigrant nurses in
Norway, $1500

The application deadline is January 15, but NORTANA members should contact Margaret Hayford
O’Leary <oleary@stolaf.edu> at any time if they have
plans for a stay in Oslo.

John Weinstock, University of Texas, Austin, for work
on translation of the history of the Sami up to 1750 by
Lars Ivar Hansen and Bjørnar Olsen, $750
Nancy Aarsvold, St. Olaf College, for further work on
the Norwegian language text, Sett i Gang I and Sett i
Gang II, $1500
Mats Silberg, Royal Norwegian Consulate General,
New York

NORTANA Election Results

Bjørn Jensen Leilighet

Congratulations to the newly elected
NORTANA Board Officers!

The BJ leilighet was rented to Gurli Woods for fall semester 2006 and to a Fulbright scholar, Kathryn Steen,
during spring semester 2007. Anne Sabo, Leighton
Hambrick, and Paddy Dale shared the apartment for
the early part of June. Chip Sheffield was in residence
during the six weeks the ISS was in session. In August, Louis Janus and Ingrid Urberg shared the apartment for one week, and Ingrid continued in residence
until October. Mark Sandberg lived in the BJ leilighet
from October to December.

President: Louis Janus
Vice-President: Kaare Strom
Secretary: Claudia Berguson
Treasurer: Tanya Thresher

Since there were no applicants for spring semester
2008, the apartment was first offered to Fulbright
scholars, and then placed on a list for housing for
guest researchers at the University of Oslo, and rented
to Dr. Tapas Kundu, from Northwestern University,
who is doing a post doc in the Dept. of Economics,
from January until mid-June. Monika Zagar will be in
residence from June 15-22.

Member-at-large: Anne Sabo
Heartfelt thanks to everyone who participated in the election: all of you who
cast ballots, members of the Nominating
Committee, and, especially, NORTANA
members who stood for election.

Chip Sheffield will again rent the apartment during the
2008 ISS session. Anne Sabo and Leighton Hembrick
will be in residence from August 1, 2008 to approximately June 21, 2009.

NORTANA

Katherine Hanson
Chair, Nominating Committee
The new NORTANA board will take
over following the SASS meeting in Fairbanks, Alaska in March.


STUDY OPPORTUNITIES

Harvard Summer Program in Scandinavia

Many students do not think of the opportunity to study
abroad unless they are encouraged to do so. Please
continue to remind your students about these great opportunities!

Harvard is offering a summer program to Denmark
and Sweden from June 23 to August 1 to study the
history, lore, archaeology and literature of the Viking
World in Denmark and Sweden.

Summer study programs work especially well for
students who cannot study abroad during the semester
because of participation in sports or music, or who
must fulfill requirements by taking sequential courses
during the academic year.

More information is available at the Harvard Summer
School website
http://www.summer.harvard.edu/2008/programs/
abroad/scandinavian
Icelandic Online PLUS

Oslo International Summer School

A new distance learning course in Icelandic is being
The Oslo International Summer School is still accept- launched in the beginning of February by Icelandic
Online. The course is open to all those interested
ing applications for this summer’s session from June
in Icelandic language and culture. Icelandic Online
21 - August 1. The ISS offers a unique opportunity to
PLUS is a distance learning course that offers learnstudy and live together with over 500 students from
ers an opportunity to work with a teacher and receive
ca. 90 different countries each summer. There are intensive language courses at all levels for students who individual feedback on exercises and assignments
that have been added to the existing course. All comwish to study Norwegian language. Other classes in
munication between students and teacher and between
the humanities and social sciences are taught in
students will
English, and introtake place via
duce students to
the Internet
comparative aspects
“Many students do not think of the
through Iceof Norwegian society
opportunity
to
study
abroad
landic Online:
in an international
http://www.
unless they are encouraged to do so.”
context. The ISS
icelandic.hi.is.
added a very sucBoth beginning
cessful new course
and intermediate
in 2007 on Gender Equality in the Nordic Countries in
levels courses are being offered spring semester, and
cooperation with the Center for Women’s Studies and
will be repeated again next fall. Cost is $480. More
Gender Research
information is available from ems@hi.is
Summer Course at University of Bergen

Norgesskolen

Approximately 60 intermediate and advanced students
of Norwegian language will be accepted to participate
in the “Sommerkurs i norsk språk og kultur” at the
University of Bergen this summer. The program begins on July 1 and ends on July 26. Application deadline is March 1. For more information go to
www.hf.uib.no/i/Nordisk/sommer

Norgesskolen is a three-week summer program of language, culture, and recreational activities for children
and youth between the ages of 9 and 18 with an interest in maintaining their ties to Norway and its language and culture. The students – most of whom live
abroad – receive information that will help them enter
the Norwegian school system and learn about life in
modern Norway.
Norgesskolen is held at Tomb Agricultural School
south of Oslo in Østfold, near the Oslo fjord and
Vansjø lake. The program is operated by Nordmanns

Spring/Fall 2007
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Forbundet, an organziation that has worked for 100
years towards strengthening ties between Norway and
people of Norwegian heritage around the world.
For registration and additional information about Norgesskolen visit:
www.norgesskolen.no

Northern Constellations:
New Readings in Nordic
Cinema.
Edited by C. Claire
Thomson
East Anglia: Norvik
Press, 2006. 245 pp.

Concordia Language Villages
Two Programs for World Language Educators
Teacher Seminars
Second Language Methodologies for Teachers
June 22-July 2, 2008

This recent anthology of
twelve articles on cinema
in the five Nordic nations
Join language teachers from across the United Statemakes a significant confor a ten-day summer graduate course at the villages.
tribution to the expanding
Upon successful completion of the course, four sebody of English-language
mester hours of graduate credit are earned through
scholarship in the field. Editor C. Claire Thomson
Concordia College, Moorhead, Minnesota. Learn
chooses an organizing principle for this anthology
about and discuss current practices and issues related
that deliberately echoes the work of Walter Benjamin
to second language
and Jürgen
acquisition. The
Habermas.
“This excellent and diverse new anthology is a
course is open to
Four of the
all K-12 second
key addition to the quickly-expanding literature articles inlanguage educafocus
on Nordic cinema published in English to date.” clude
tors, including ESL
on Lars
teachers, college
von Trier,
educators with an
three on
interest in K-12 second language methodologies, and
Carl Th. Dreyer, and two on Ingmar Bergman, yet the
pre-service education majors. The registration dead“Northern constellations” matrix, however, allows her
line is May 1.
to avoid both an overtly auteurist-driven study and a
too teleological historical-chronological arc. The largMaster of Education, World Language Instruction
er divisions of the book are arranged into four clusters.
Combine On-site with Online Learning.
Section One (“Spaces * Bodies * Skin”) features Mark
The Master of Education program is designed for the
Sandberg on Dreyer’s The Parson’s Widow, Bodil
working teacher: Summer One, July 5-29, takes place
Marie Thomsen on Dreyer’s Jeanne d’Arc and von
at Concordia Language Villages. Two online courses
Trier’s Golden Heart trilogy, and Amanda Doxtater on
during the academic year bridge to Summer Two,
ethnicity in recent Swedish films. Part Two (“Local *
July 5-28, at the Villages. The program capstone is a
National * Global”) includes Britta Timm Knudsen on
thesis and online seminar during the fall semester of
Blue Collar White Christmas, Ellen Rees on Folk flest
2009. The total program includes 34 semester hours of bor i Kina, and Mette Hjort on The Five Obstructions.
instruction.This is the 2nd year of the M.A. program.
The third section (“Memory * Reality * History”)
Application deadline is March 1.
bridges Anu Koivunen on The Man Without a Past, C.
For more information please contact:
Claire Thomson on Cold Fever and Jóga, and Gunnar
Concordia Language Villages
Iversen on Cool and Crazy. Finally, Part Four (“AuTeacher Seminars
teur * Authority * Subjectivity”) links Bjarne Thorup
901 Eighth Street South
Thomsen on Terje Vigen with Emma Bell on the pasMoorhead, MN 56562
sions of Lars von Trier and Sharon Lin Tay on Scenes
800.222.4750 Ext 2002
from a Marriage and Faithless.
educators@cord.edu
NORTANA



Norwegian Grammar Dictionary
by Cathrine Rysst and Daren
Sylvester, Fagbokforlaget,
2007. 238 pp.
ISBN 978-82-45-0480-9
NOK 298
www.fagbokforlaget.no

This excellent and diverse new anthology is a key
addition to the quickly-expanding literature on Nordic cinema published in English to date. Comparative
English-language studies of films and filmmakers from
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden have
been relatively rare until the past decade and a half.
Forsyth Hardy’s long-out-of-print Scandinavian Film
(London: Falcon Press, 1952) remained for decades
a singular comparative survey of the silent and earlysound periods. Peter Cowie’s Scandinavian Cinema
(London: Tantivy Press, 1992) is still a highly informative and elegantly written resource, albeit one that
tends to narrow its focus to auteurist aesthetics and
international art cinema careers. Nordic National Cinemas (London: Routledge, 1998) by Tytti Soila, Astrid
Söderbergh Widding, and Gunnar Iversen helped
counter these earlier approaches with new attention
to popular genre, gender studies, domestic audiences,
reception, and economic histories and dynamics. John
Fullerton’s and Jan Olsson’s Nordic Explorations:
Film Before 1930 anthology (Sydney: John Libbey,
1999) filled a tremendous gap in English-language
articles on the complexity and diversity of the Nordic
silent era. More recently, the Andrew Nestingen and
Trevor Elkington anthology, Transnational Cinema in
a Global North: Nordic Cinema in Transition (Detroit:
Wayne State University, 2005) explores the vital emergence of transnational and globalized Nordic film cultures, and the Tytti Soila-edited collection The Cinema
of Scandinavia (London: Wallflower Press) focuses
on 24 lesser-known Scandinavian films (from all eras)
that have fully deserved closer analysis. With Northern Constellations, C. Claire Thomson has further
deepened and broadened this rich vein of scholarship.
This collection of twelve new essays by scholars in
the UK, the U.S. and the Nordic region explores films
and filmmakers from the canonical silent-era past into
the dynamism and new paradigms of the 21st-century
present. Among the theoretical concerns of this highly
interdisciplinary volume are affect, embodiment,
memory, place, and interculturality. For teachers of
Nordic cinema in the classroom, Northern Constellations also provides a valuable array of impressive and
engaging critical texts, whether on classics by Victor
Sjöstrøm, Carl Dreyer, and Ingmar Bergman, or recent
films by Aki Kaurismäki, Lars von Trier, Jørgen Leth,
Liv Ullmann, Suzanne Taslimi, or Max Kestner.
Arne Lunde,
University of California, Los Angeles

Released in March, 2007,
the Norwegian Grammar
Dictionary is a handbook
that explains difficult grammar
points in an easily accessible dictionary format. The
book consists of three main parts: 1) a brief preface
with an explanation of the format and a key to the phonemic script (IPA), 2) the grammatical explanations
with almost 150 entries, and 3) several appendices,
including time expressions, pronouns, passive voice,
modal verbs, s-verbs, abbreviations, ordinals, and verb
conjugations. Written for students and teachers of
Norwegian as a foreign language, this book would be
a welcome addition to a departmental or library collection of reference books for North American students at
the second or third year level. The authors of this book
are Cathrine Rysst, an experienced teacher of Norwegian as a Second Language, and Daren Sylvester, a
teacher of English as a Second Language.
While the appendices focus on a particular grammatical category, the dictionary entries are organized by
words that cause difficulty for language learners. For
example, the entries for B – D are: begge-bort(e),
både-og, da, del/dele, den/denne, der/dit, derfor,
derimot, dermed, and dessuten. Each entry contains
a wealth of information about the word, including
pronunciation, part of speech, English translation, a
main example followed by several other examples,
notes on usage, idioms that use that word, and finally
a word of warning about how the word might be used
incorrectly. The word and the example are written in
Norwegian, but there is also a translation to English as
well as notes and further explanation in English. The
page layout of the grammatical entries is clear, emphasizing important information by using different sized
fonts, shaded boxes, and charts of grammar forms. For
those who would like to see examples of the grammatical entries, an excerpt of the book is available in
pdf-format from the publisher:
www.fagbokforlaget.no.
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The strength of the dictionary part of this book is the
amount and variety of information provided in each
grammatical entry. I especially liked the large number
of examples, the notes on usage, and the long list of
idioms related to each word. Moreover, many of the
most common grammatical problems experienced by
students are found here, for example: synes/tro/tenke,
når/da, og/å, subordinating conjunctions/transitional
adverbs, begge/både og, så/da, jo/nok/da/visst/sikkert, også/heller, etc. On occasion, there were some
inconsistencies in the grammatical terminology, using
“conjunction” and “subjunction” for the same group of
words, and stating that “derfor” introduces a subordinate clause.

“ . . . this book would be a welcome
addition to a departmental or library collection of reference books
for North American students at the
second or third year level.”
Like the dictionary entries, the appendices were clear
and well-designed, drawing attention to the most
important information in the overview or the chart. I
liked the topics chosen for this section, but would have
also liked to see an appendix outlining rules for word
order in Norwegian, a topic that North American students struggle with at all levels. An index would have
been helpful.
It was also great to see 20 pages of conjugated verbs,
but here I would have preferred having the regular
and irregular verbs divided into two sections, with the
regular verbs divided again into the four main classes.
In my experience, students learn the verbs much faster
when they are encouraged to put them into groups,
rather than learning each one individually.
To sum up, I recommend this book for reference use
by North American departments, libraries, and individual students who have a strong interest in grammar.
Nancy Aarsvold,
St. Olaf College

NORTANA

Antiphony
by Laila Stien, translated
by John Weinstock
Nordic Studies Press,
2006.
For the past twenty years
Laila Stien has been garnering high praise for her
short stories as well as
for her fiction for children and young adults.
Widely recognized as one
of Norway’s finest short
story writers, Stien has been honored with a number
of prizes, including Aschehoug-prisen in 2000. Her
short stories are all set in her native north Norway;
born and raised in Rana in Nordland county, Stien has
for many years lived even farther north in Finnmark
county. With her keen ear for spoken dialogue and
keen eye for the telling detail, Stien draws readers into
her narratives about ordinary people and their everyday lives.
Antiphony (originally published as Vekselsang in
1997) represented a departure for Stien, both because
it is a novel, her first, and because it deals with Sami
people and Sami issues. Stien is an accomplished
translator of Sami to Norwegian and has a university
degree in Sami studies, but, as she related to Barbara
Sjoholm in The Palace of the Snow Queen. Winter
Travels in Lapland, “until Antiphony I didn’t dare create Sami characters. It felt too politicized.” (p.92)
Stien has set her novel in a Sami village at the end of
the 20th century. The narrator is a young woman from
Oslo who travels to Finnmark to gather material for
a book. Like so many female protagonists in Stien’s
short stories, the narrator lacks confidence and self-esteem and feels that her life is at a dead-end. As it turns
out, it is the absence of assurance and direction on the
part of the narrator that enables her to ultimately gain
the confidence of three Sami women and hear their
stories. The Sami women represent three generations
of an extended family: an old woman, her middle-aged
niece, and the niece’s daughter. Each woman’s voice
is heard separately, in the novel’s three sections, but of
course their stories overlap. And while the narratives
are a personal connection to family and community is
always present; through the stories of one family, the
10

reader perceives a tragedy and loss shared by countless other Sami families.

Echo. Scandinavian
Stories about Girls
is an anthology of
stories about girls
and girlhood. The
authors represent
four countries and
four languages-Denmark, Finland, Norway and
Sweden--and the
selections span two
centuries. Some of
the authors are wellknown to American readers: Sigrid Undset, Selma Lagerlof, Astrid
Lindgren, Tove Jansson. Others will be delightful
discoveries. Selections include stories that are purely
fictional, excerpts from memoirs, and chapters from
semi-autobiographical novels.

As the narrator’s understanding of the family history comes to her in fragments and over time, so too
does the reader learn about past events in bits and
pieces. Stien’s prose demands that the reader be attentive—the story line is not chronological, thoughts and
sentences are not always completed. John Weinstock
has preserved Stien’s spare prose style in his translation, and the result is a rich experience for readers and
a welcome addition to the small library of literature
about contemporary Sami in English translation. Let
us hope Nordic Studies Press has plans to add to this
fine library.
Antiphony should be included in every survey course
on Scandinavian literature and/or culture. It would
also be an excellent choice for book groups.
Katherine Hanson

Echo would make a fine gift to daughters and granddaughters, and could be an excellent anthology for use
in Women’s Studies courses as well as in courses in
Scandinavian literature in translation. Although it is
no longer available from its original distributor, books
may be ordered from the editors for $20.00 per copy,
plus shipping. Contact:
Ia Dubois <ia@u.washington.edu> or
Katherine Hanson <kjhanson@u.washington.edu>

In her newest book, Remedies and Rituals: Folk
Medicine in Norway and the New Land, published
by the Minnesota Historical Society Press, Kathleen
Stokker explores the fascinating history of the beliefs
and practices of Norway’s folk healers in Norway and
in America.
The Palace of the Snow Queen, Winter Travels in
Lapland, by Barbara Sjoholm, explores Lapland in
winter—from reindeer racing to dogsledding, from the
Ice Hotel to Santa’s Post Office. In a powerful narrative, Sjoholm explores northern Scandinavia during
the darkest, coldest season and reveals the tensions
between tourism and the traditional culture of the
indigenous Sami.

NEWS, REPORTS & PROJECTS
Scandinavian Section, MLA
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On behalf of MLA’s Executive Committee of the Discussion Group on Scandinavian Languages and Literatures, I would like to encourage members of NORTANA and SASS (both graduate students and faculty
members) to join our Discussion Group and submit
committed proposals to the annual sessions organized
by the Discussion Group and held at the annual MLA
convention. The deadline for proposals is typically in
mid-March and the MLA convention meets the last
week of December. In order to sign up for the Discussion Group you must be a member of MLA, but you
need not be a member of NORTANA or SASS. To
sign up, simply check off the box for the “Discussion
Spring/Fall 2007

Group Scandinavian Languages and Literatures” when
you renew your MLA membership (MLA members are
allowed to check off on the boxes for two Discussion
Groups). You must be a member of MLA to present
at the MLA convention. Proposals are always due to
the Discussion group’s current president. If you need
further information, please contact Andrew Nestingen
(president, 2007) or Anne Sabo (Secretary, 2007) at
their respective emails: <akn@washington.edu> or
<sabo@stolaf.edu>

tions. Any assistance or information that NORTANA
members can offer will be much appreciated. The
Norwegian immigrant press had many subscribers in
Norway. “Lolkalhistorisk magasin” is assisting in locating people who have knowledge about Norwegian
subscriptions. Help is especially solicited in this particular aspect of the research. Lovoll may be contacted
at: lovoll@stolaf.edu

ISS Alumni Association

Kari Lie and Louis Janus created a web-based survey about non-traditional students of Norwegian. We
defined non-traditional as students who are not taking
Norwegian for credit in a college/university setting.
The findings were presented in a paper in April, 2007,
at the annual meeting of the Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Study.

The Oslo International Summer School welcomes
more than 550 participants each year and both students
and staff involved in the ISS find it to be a life-changing experience. However, when the summer school
ends it can be difficult to keep up the connections and
friendships that have evolved during the six weeks
in Oslo.Therere, the ISS is pleased to announce that
an alumni network has been established through the
University of Oslo website. To register, go to the URL
http://alumnus.uio.no and then to the link for International Summer School Alumni.
In addition, we hope that North American Alumni will
contact the North American office (iss@stolaf.edu)
to receive news about the ISS and information about
alumni events and gatherings that may take place in
their area.
At the ISS we are interested in knowing what ISS students do after the summer school is over. We also want
to offer former students a chance to stay in touch with
each other and with the ISS, the University of Oslo,
and with Norway. We hope that these new networks
will help attain this goal.
Norwegian-Language Press in USA History Project
Odd S. Lovoll is in the process of researching and
writing the history of the Norwegian-language press
in the United States. Financial support for the project
comes from the Norwegian foundation Fritt Ord in
the form of a generous grant. He will this summer be
joined by a Norwegian research assistant, Vidar Bjørnsen, from the State Archives in Tromsø. A contractual
agreement anticipates a completed manuscript by June
1, 2009. Lovoll and Bjørnsen will visit archives with
substantial holdings of Norwegian-American publicaNORTANA

Non-Traditional Student Survey

In all, 325 people responded to the survey, and there
were some interesting results. Almost 30% of the
respondents were from the Midwest in the USA, while
15% were from the West Coast. Thirteen percent were
from the East Coast or the South. One-third were from
Europe, although our research focus was on North
American students.
Not surprising, given the internet mode of response to
the survey, 10% were under 20 years old, while 49%
were between 20 and 40. We asked the respondents to
evaluate their own abilities in Norwegian, and (maybe
showing the usual Norwegian modesty) 53% maintained that they have either 0 [almost no proficiency]
or 1 [on a scale from 0 to 5]. When asked which
modality they felt was their best, 72% thought they
were best at reading, with the listening at 12%. Many
students (traditional and non-traditional) find the socalled ‘passive’ skills more manageable than writing
and speaking.
We asked in two questions about students’ reasons for
taking Norwegian. When given several choices (and
allowed to check all that applied), 55% of the respondents said they were interested in Norwegian culture;
49% were interested in languages; 42% had Norwegian ancestors; and 26% reported that someone in their
family is married to, dating, or had a friend who is
Norwegian.
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“55% of the respondents said they were interested in Norwegian culture;
49% were interested in languages; 42% had Norwegian ancestors; and
26% reported that someone in their family is married to, dating, or had a
friend who is Norwegian.”
More diverse and interesting answers came from the
open-ended question asking about ‘other reasons.’
A sample of responses includes: “Fan of pop group
a-ha... I am a Nordic skier who will spend next year in
Norway... I am interested in Norwegian Folk Dancing
and have Norwegian dancing friends... I am interested
in the history of languages and due to that fact I would
like to be able to use Norwegian (in my studies and
work)... I am particularly interested in Norwegian approaches to social, political, and economic issues.... I
am working as an au pair to a Norwegian family.... I
want to move there... Norway has a sort of pull on me.
It may be because I worship the old gods of Norway...
I was an exchange student there over 20 years ago and
want to relearn everything I had learned before when I
was living there... I started to study when in the Army
during WWII... when I travel or know people from
other places I prefer to try and use their language even
if I sound like a toddler — I think it shows them I care
and also it’s really fun!”
While there is no feasible way to measure total enrollments in non-traditional Norwegian courses, we
presented some hints by noting that Mindekirken in
Minneapolis has approximately 150 students each
semester, while the Scandinavian Language Institute
in Seattle has around 170 students. Sons of Norway
lodges often have language (or language and culture
courses), and they report that half of their lodges that
responded to their survey in 2006 offered language
classes. Norskklassen (a yahoo mailing list) currently
has 3,372 members. Further, responses to two free
online offerings (Janus’s reading course in 2001 and
Lie’s 6-week trial on NorwegianOnline.com) had hundreds of willing volunteers.
We are convinced that there is a vast number of nontraditional students of Norwegian, nationally and
internationally, who are enthusiastic and dedicated to
learning Norwegian outside of the traditional institutions of higher education.
Louis Janus and Kari Lie

NORTANA Stipend Report
Marla Juhl, Community education Norwegian teacher
in Albany, MN, and new NORTANA member received
a $200 award to attend the CARLA Summer Institute
on Materials Development for Less Commonly Taught
Languages at the University of Minnesota in July,
2007.
I grew up in a household that valued heritage. My
mother’s grandparents all came from Norway and half
of my father’s. I grew up smelling lutefisk, eating lefse
and knowing how to make heart-shaped woven paper
baskets. I always wanted to learn the language, but the
opportunity came late.
I currently live in Albany, MN with my husband, 8year-old twin boys and 4-year-old girl. My first official Norwegian Language class was through Sons of
Norway lodge 1-511 in St. Cloud, MN. With an actual
teacher instead of a book and tape, I caught on quickly. In fact, by my second year in the class, I would fill
in for our instructor on the rare occasion she couldn’t
make it to class. During my third year of the class, the
instructor found she couldn’t continue teaching and I
was asked to step in for the rest of the year. With our
former instructor creating the lessons, I taught from
February through April that year.
That fall, I was asked to step in as the regular teacher
and I accepted. It was no small decision. My Bachelor’s degree is in Management Information Systems
and I worked as a computer programmer for a few
years, so teaching a language is a big step for me.
However, in my first year as a Norwegian language
teacher, not only have I learned much more than I
would have as a student, I also had feedback from
class members that they are learning more than other
years.
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In July, I attended the CARLA Summer Institute on
Developing Classroom Materials for Less Commonly
Taught Languages. Understandably, I was nervous before the Institute. I’m new to teaching a language and
wasn’t sure about the level of the other participants.
Happily, we all got along well and I wasn’t intimidated
by the other participants. My nervousness was unnecessary. The presenters, Bill Johnston and Louis Janus,
were humorous and informative all at the same time.
The week at the Summer Institute was a great week of
learning for me. I learned a method of taking everyday objects and turning them into language lessons.
The format was simple and can be applied to anything
from a restaurant menu to a book. I had many moments when I wondered “Why didn’t I think of that?”
or thought “That makes a lot of sense.” I have one
older textbook that follows a similar method and I
finally understand how those lessons work and how I
can adapt them to my class if I need to. I also realize
why some of the self-study materials I had weren’t
working.
Since the Summer Institute, I have looked over all
my books and thought of how each thing could turn
into a lesson. I’ve searched the internet for menus
and maps I don’t have readily available at home. I’ve
found some magazines in Norwegian and that I’ll be
happy to use; I never knew what to do with magazines
before. Even my purchases at IKEA come under close
scrutiny!
My class has started and I am more prepared to teach
than last year. I know the lessons will be more meaningful and effective. Even my students are excited
about all the new ideas I have.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to attend this
Summer Institute by making it more affordable for my
family!
Marla Juhl

U.S.-Norway Forum and the Norwegian American
Foundation
Education initiative
At the U.S.-Norway Forum in Madison in 2007, the
Norwegian American Foundation announced a new
initiative, the creation of a US-Norway Education
Commission. This initiative proposed three important
goals: to increase the number of Norwegian students
in the U.S., To strengthen student exchange between
Norway and the U.S, and to support and strengthen
Norwegian language and Scandinavian Studies programs in the U.S.
The first activity of this initiative was a tour of several of the Norwegian-American colleges and universities by then-Ambassador Knut Vollebæk, Ambassador
Whitney, and Bill Frame, representing the Norwegian
American Foundation. The group met with students,
faculty, and study abroad and college administrators
to highlight student exchange between the U.S. and
Norway, and to discuss the barriers and challenges to
educational exchange.
A second meeting which also included representatives from SIU was held at Augsburg College in Minneapolis prior to the NAFSA meeting in May, 2007.
Bill Frame, along with officials of several colleges
who have provided financial support to the Norwegian American Foundation task force, visited Norway in the fall of 2007. Frame presented an informal
report of the task force conclusions at the US-Norway Forum in Minneapolis in November. The task
force recommended that US institutions recruiting
Norwegian students agree on a common application
for Norwegian students, that English language competency be measured by high school grades and the
TOEFL requirement be dropped, and that Norwegian
high school students be accepted with sophomore
standing. In phase II it was proposed to build a set of
partnerships, including possibly placing a recruiting
agent with SIU.
Some schools already have instituted use of a common application and abandoned the TOEFL test requirement in favor of other ways to measure English
language competency. There was disagreement

NORTANA
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concerning acceptance of sophomore standing. This
is an issue that NORTANA should discuss. Placing an
agent in Norway would require funding. At this point
how and who would fund such an effort has not been
determined. How the task force will proceed in the
future is not clear.

NORTANA Archives:
Request for Materials
For many years it has been a tradition that
NORTANA members express their gratitude for the excellent programs at Norgesseminaret by composing and performing
a song at the closing banquet dedicated to
the presenters. NORTANA would like to
preserve these songs as part of NORTANA’s history, along with the NORTANA
Newsletters. If anyone has the text of
songs from any Norgesseminar, please
send a copy to the Newsletter editor.

Other Forum News
The newly-named Norwegian Ambassador to the U.S.,
Wegger Chr. Strømmen, spoke on “Norway and the
United States — Partners in the 21st Century,” and
presented the Ambassador’s Award to Gary Gandrud
for his work with the Norwegian American Foundation.
Ambassador Ben Whitney also spoke about the importance of educational exchange and the U.S. Embassy’s
initiatives. Kata Kiss, coordinator of International
Education, Royal Norwegian Consulate General in
NY, reported on Facts and Status of Norwegian Students in the U.S.

Torild Homstad
homstad@stolaf.edu

Georg Svein Ludvigsen, former Fisheries Minister,
gave the luncheon keynote address on “The High
North — Challenges and Opportunities for Norway.”
Ambassador Whitney also spoke on “The High North
and the United States — Resource Exploitation, Security and Environtmental Challenges in the Arctic,”
followed by Dr. Robert Elde, School of Biological
Sciences at the University of Minnesota, who spoke
about “Global Warming — Research and Investments
in Clean Solutions.”
Ambassador Strømmen and Jannicke Jæger, Counselor
for Press and Culture, talked about Public Diplomacy
and Norway’s strategy for increasing visibility in the
U.S. (especially in light of the decision to close the
consulate in Minneapolis.)
Following the reception, there was the premiere of the
new Norwegian American Foundation documentary
film on George Marshall and the Marshall Plan’s Effect on Norway.
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NORTANA Pedagogy Workshop
Austin, Texas
October 10-11, 2007

Seventeen NORTANA members participated in the workshop. which was
opened by NORTANA president Louis Janus and Peggy Hager, on behalf
of the planning committee.
The first session on Developing
National Standards was led by Allison Spenader, Concordia Language
Villages. Allison posed the questions, “What do Nordic Language
Students stand to gain from National Standards? What do teachers stand to gain?” The discussion was based
on ACTFL’s statement of goals:
“The purposes and uses of Foreign languages are as diverse as the students
who study them...Regardless of the reason for study, foreign languages have something to offer everyone. It is with
this philosophy in mind that the standards task force identified five goal areas that encompass all of these reasons:
Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, Communities—the five C’s of foreign language education.”
(Standards for Foreign Language Learning: Preparing for the 21st Century.)
Zsuzsi Abrams, Univesrity of Texas, led the session on Assessment, discussing the practical and theoretical considerations of designing placement
and proficiency exams, and the exisiting resources.
Bill Johnston, Indiana University, led the third session on Materials Development, where the participants worked in groups to develop materials
based on advertisements, newspaper articles, poetry and literary texts.
In this 1 1/2 day workshop, participants were able to discuss the importance of standards, assessment and materials development. NORTANA members
left the workshop fired with enthusiasm for continuing to work on these important
tasks.
Inspired by Allison Spenader’s lobbying to establish some national standards for
the Nordic languages, Susan Brantly, Director of the Center for European Studies
at UW-Madison, is organizing a work group to begin developing national standards
for the Nordic languages. She has invited a small group of representatives from
each Nordic language to gather in Madison for two days in late April to begin work.
NORTANA had already begun thinking about developing standards for Norwegian
at the workshop last fall, so this is a wonderful opportunity to continue that work, as
well as to foster cooperation among the Nordic langauges.

NORTANA
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Congratulations!
Kari Lie received a $6000 Graduate Student Fellowship from The University of Texas for work on her dissertation, “Virtual Communication: An Investigation
of Foreign Langauge Interaction in a Distance Education Course in Norwegian.” Kari is also teaching at
St. Olaf College in 2007-2008.
Stephen Walton has been appointed to a chair in
Literacy Studies at the University of Stavanger beginning in August, 2007. He will also continue as Professor of New Norwegian Written Culture at Høgskolen
in Volda. Congratulations to Stephen as well for the
publication of his latest book, Amerikanisering og
mordernitetens intellektuelle, which contains a rousing
thank you to Terje Leiren and to SASS.
Ann Schmiesing, University of Colorado at Boulder,
has a new book, Norway’s Christiania Theatre, 18271867: From Danish Showhouse to National Stage,
published by Fairleigh Dickinson Press (Teaneck, NJ)
in fall, 2006.

Marla Juhl received the NORTANA stipend to participate in the CARLA Summer Institute on Developing Classroom Materials.
Alice Deden’s essay, “A Changing Norway, A Changing World,” has been selected as the winning essay in
the NORTANA International Polar Year Essay Contest. Ms. Deden is a Junior at St. Olaf College.
Solveig Zempel, St. Olaf College, has been awarded
the Royal Norwegian Order of Merit
Chris Hale, University of Alberta, has been awarded
the Royal Norwegian Order of Merit.
Congratulations also to all those awarded NORTANA
Travel Grants (named elsewhere in this newsletter) by
the Norwegian Foreign Ministry.

Mark Sandberg, University of California-Berkeley,
has two recent Ibsen publications: “Doll Housing”
in Sanda Tomescu, ed. Henrik Ibsen, special issue of
Studia Universitatis Baes-Bolyai, Philologia (Cluj,
Romania; November 2006), 53-60, and “John Gabriel Borkman’s Avant-Garde Continuity” in Modern
Drama 49.3 (September 2006).
Ellen Rees, University of Oregon, has had three
publications in 2006: “Holy Witch and Wanton Saint;
Gothic Precursors for Isak Dinesen’s ‘The Dreamers’”
in Scandinavian Studies 78.4 (2006): 333-348, “What
is a Woman?”: The (Trans)Gendered Body in Contemporary Norwegian Documentary Cinema.” Scandinavica 45.1 (2006) 75-88, “Personal Ideology and
Collective Cinema: Folk flest bor i Kina and Contemporary Norwegian Political Consciousness” in Northern Constellations: New Readings in Nordic Cinema.,
ed. C. Claire Thomson, Norwich, UK: Norvik Press,
2006. 97-110. (See review elsewhere in this newsletter.)
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NORTANA Membership
One of the privileges of NORTANA membership is the opportunity to become involved with a small, but dedicated,
organization devoted to the professions of Norwegian Studies. Membership is open to teachers, researchers, graduate
students, and members of the community who are interested in the field.
If you are interested in reviewing books or instructional
materials, or have teaching tips or information of interest
to share with our colleagues, please contact the Newsletter
editor at homstad@stolaf.edu.
Membership in NORTANA costs $15.00 per year or $40.00
for three years. Graduate students and Community Education teachers may join at a special rate of $12.00 per year
or $30 for three years. Membership is based on a calendar
year. If you have let your membership lapse, now is the
time to renew, as well as to encourage colleagues to join
NORTANA.
To join, or renew your membership, send dues to:
Terje Leiren, NORTANA Treasurer
Department of Scandinavian Studies
Box 353420
University of Washington
Seattle, WA 98195-3420

NORTANA Executive Committee
2005-2008
President
Louis Janus
University of Minnesota
president@nortana.net
Vice-President
Claudia Berguson
Pacific Lutheran University
berguscj@plu.edu
Treasurer
Terje Leiren
University of Washington
leiren@u.washington.edu
Secretary
Katherine Hanson
University of Washington
kjhanson@u.washington.edu
Member-at-Large
Ingrid Urberg
University of Alberta
Augustana Faculty
iurberg@augustana.ca
Bjørn Jensen Leilighet Coordinator
Margaret Hayford O’Leary
St. Olaf College
oleary@stolaf.edu
Webmaster
Kari Lie
St. Olaf College
kari@norwegianonline.com
Newsletter Editor
Torild Homstad
Oslo International Summer School
St. Olaf College
homstad@stolaf.edu

19

Spring/Fall 2007

NORTANA

20

NORTANA
c/o Torild Homstad
St. Olaf College
1520 St. Olaf Ave.
Northfield, MN 55057-1098

