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Fra Presidenten 
Dear NORTANA members, 

This newsletter will reach you in the midst of 
the holidays. It’s a welcome season not only for 
the celebrations it brings, but for the days of rest 
from our work as professors and educators, 

researchers and graduate students. It’s been a busy fall! This 
issue of “Fra Presidenten” includes an overview of the 
NORTANA board’s responses to survey suggestions. It also 
includes several invitations to all members. 

   In its first year as a newly elected NORTANA board, the 
board members have worked to learn from all of you. A 
discussion at our NORTANA meeting at SASS in May 2012 
provided diverse responses to questions on the challenges and 
successes we have as Norwegian and Scandinavian Studies 
programs at colleges and universities in the U.S. and Canada. 
Those responses were published in our last newsletter. A 
second survey to members asked for your comments and 
suggestions about the NORTANA organization itself. A 
summary of the NORTANA survey is included in this 
newsletter. 

  What did we learn? Overall, we learned that the organization 
is doing a good job in its purpose as stated in our charter, “To 
engage in all activities that will enhance Norwegian studies in 
North America.” The greatest number of comments was 
directed toward ways we communicate with members. You 
like the newsletter and its new online format. You provided 
clear signals that the website needed a facelift. That it has 
gotten through the fine work of Sean O’Leary. You can view 
this new and improved website at http://nortana.org/.You 
asked for more pictures from meetings and events. Those you 
will find in this newsletter. Appreciation for travel grants was 
clear, and we thank the Royal Norwegian Consulate for 
support of travel for research. The survey also showed that you 
are interested in the availability of housing support for summer 
research. The application form for bostøtte is included on the 
website. We will continue with our NORTANA travel grants 
for up to two graduate students to attend Norgesseminaret. Look 
for the grant announcement in this issue of the newsletter. 
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NORTANA Minutes Fall 2012 

The meeting took place at the Norway House in 
Houston, TX October 13, 2012. President Claudia 
Berguson called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m. 
There were 30 members present and several guests. 
The order of business included: 

1. Welcome  

• Special welcome to Grad Student Travel Grant 
winner Jenna Coughlin (U Berkeley). 

2. Report from the Consulate General’s Office, 
New York, by Henrik Width 

• Width welcomed us to an exciting weekend, 
thanking us all for the work we do on the 
frontlines of cultural engagement for things 
Norwegian in North America. 

• The Consulate General’s Office aspires to be 
forward-looking, strategic, and to identify local 
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partners to help them further their mission. 
They generally focus on waves and trends 
rather than individual exhibits and events in 
the entire continent.  

• In New York City, the Consulate General has 
been busy updating The Security Council 
Chamber in the United Nations building, which 
Norway gave to the UN. The renovations will 
be celebrated with a gala event in 
January/February 2013. 

• In Norway, 2013 is an election year for 
Stortinget. Sissel Breie and Henrik Width will 
return to Norway next year. Sara Marie Ullerø 
will return to Norway in December. 

3. Reports of Officers 

• Secretary: Melissa Gjellstad distributed the 
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Areas where all members can help are these: 1) 
Please send updated email addresses so the 
newsletter reaches you at your most-used email. 2) 
For those interested, you are invited to write a 
reading guide of a novel or film. The reading guides 
are our main avenue for providing a service to an 
interested reading public. (That’s invitation number 
1.) 

 In closing, I want to add one very helpful insight 
gained from conversations with several people not 
previously familiar with NORTANA. It is, perhaps, 
not so strange that some unfamiliar with 
NORTANA might assume that the focus of our 
work is preserving our Norwegian heritage. But I 
believe the majority, if not all, of our members 
would say instead that NORTANA is a diverse 
group of professionals focused on teaching and 
research that both cultivates greater depth of 
knowledge of Norwegian language and culture 
among North Americans, and contributes to the 
wider scholarly dialogue in Norway and the rest of 
Scandinavia. Our members include native 
Norwegians, North Americans of Norwegian 
descent and colleagues of no Norwegian heritage 
whatsoever. Whether our members are Canadian, 
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American, Bulgarian, Dutch, Czech or Polish, a 
common motivation for us is to maintain quality 
teaching and research. Our publications and 
conference papers attest to the depth and breadth of 
our ongoing engagement with relevant topics 
within the fields of Norwegian literature, history, 
politics, sociology and much more. The dedication 
of Norwegian teachers in community learning 
centers contributes greatly to cultivating interest in 
Norwegian language and culture in young people. 
Invitation number 2 is to join in articulating what 
we do! The newsletter is one way we all can 
contribute. The listserv is another.  

 Thanks again for your input that keeps NORTANA 
strong and growing. And thanks to an amazing 
NORTANA board for all its work.  

Happy Holidays! 

Sincerely, 

NORTANA President Claudia Berguson 
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minutes from the previous meeting (Salt Lake 
City SASS conference, 04 May 12). The minutes 
were approved as corrected. 

• Vice President: Ingrid Urberg stated that she 
had worked with the surveys. 

• Treasurer: Gergana May reported that 
NORTANA currently has $8,373.60 in the bank 
account. May stated this year’s expenditures as 
the one travel grant and money to create the 
webpage. May reminded members to pay their 
annual dues ($15 for 1 year or $40 for 3 years) 
and check addresses – snail and email – in the 
database. 

• Newsletter: Milda Halvorson reported success 
with and positive feedback regarding the new 
format of the online newsletter. Halvorson 
asked members to submit news (research, 
teaching, publications) to her for the upcoming 
edition by Thanksgiving. 

• Webmaster: John Weinstock and Margaret 
O’Leary reported on the new webpage, which 
O’Leary’s son Sean created for NORTANA 
http://nortana.org . It will be easier for board 
members to maintain in the new WordPress 
format. O’Leary walked through the new 
features and pages:  About, Newsletter, Norway 
Seminar, Housing, Programs, Reading Guides, 
Membership, and Links. O’Leary put out a call 
for new reading guides, one of the hot resources 
for general users. A request was made to link 
the Norwegian Embassy and Consulate General 
Offices, as well as funding opportunities. Send 
suggestions for changes and updates to 
Weinstock. 

• Bjørn Jensen Apartment: Margaret O’Leary 
reported on a busy year with 10 renters in the 
BJA. Currently ASF Fellow Anna Peterson (Ohio 
State U) lives there and will until May 2013. It is 
available from that point. O’Leary reminded 
members that applications for the apartment or 
bostøtte are welcome. Forms are online. The 
committee consists of O’Leary, Claudia 
Berguson, and Torild Homstad. Dean Krouk, 
Micheline van Riemsdijk, Mark Sandberg, and 
Heather Short received bostøtte in 2012. All are 
requested to write a follow-up report and 
submit to O’Leary about their stay in Norway. 
Bostøtte is limited to four months. O’Leary 
thanked Torild Homstad and the ISS for their 
local administrative support for the apartment. 
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• President: Claudia Berguson thanked Sean 
O’Leary for his work on the new webpage. 
Berguson thanked everyone for their work on 
the questionnaire, and updated members on key 
elements that evolved from the exercise. Written 
summaries were distributed of responses to both 
the NORTANA survey and the NORTANA 
SASS lunch discussion of challenges and 
successes in our programs and department. The 
new webpage is a direct result of members’ 
wishes, and will soon be updated with images 
and grant information. The newsletter is now 
electronic, and the listserv functions under Louis 
Janus’ leadership. Berguson reiterated the call 
for reading guide submissions and future 
destinations of Norgesseminaret. From the small 
group workshop at the Salt Lake City SASS 
meeting, Berguson reported on the collective 
wish to share success stories in our programs, 
such as “Study Away” at PLU and “Foreign 
Languages across the Curriculum” at St. Olaf. 
Berguson has tasked the NORTANA Board with 
the creation of some models that will be 
distributed to the membership as catalysts to 
begin a larger conversation. 

4. New Business 

• Travel Grant for Graduate Student Attendance 
at Norgesseminaret – President Berguson 
referred members to the call distributed on the 
backs of the minutes. Applications will be 
reviewed by the Board. Berguson reminded the 
membership how important graduate students 
are as the future of our discipline, and 
encouraged everyone to cultivate our next 
generation of scholars. 

• Upcoming Norgesseminar – Milda Halvorson 
had welcomed us to Concordia College for 2013. 
However, because of potential sabbatical plans, 
Margaret O’Leary invited Norgesseminaret to 
Northfield in 2013. The theme will center on 
topics of the constitution and women’s suffrage, 
as 2013 will mark the bicentennial and 
centennial of these events in Norway. Henrik 
Width and Rune Engebretsen are at work on the 
program for next year, and they invite 
suggestions and ideas for guest speakers that 
revolve around the implementation of these 
celebrations in today’s world. Future sites for 
Norgesseminaret were suggested: New York 
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City – 2014, U Washington, Seattle – 2015, 
Pacific Lutheran U – 2016. It was noted that the 
annual SASS conference will be held in San 
Francisco in May 2013. 

• International Summer School – Director Einar 
Vannebo thanked the membership for sending 
our students to ISS. The 2012 student body 
consisted of 585 students from 96 countries. 
New brochures are in production and will soon 
be available. Blindern renovations will be 
completed so that the dorms will be open to ISS 
again in 2013.  The Peace Scholars Program was 
a successful pre-ISS meeting in Lillehammer 
between students from the Balkans and five 
American Lutheran private colleges, and it will 
continue next year. ISS has also taken over all 
Norwegian language instruction at UiO during 
the academic year for paying students. ISS 
wants to create a “Norwegian for Researchers” 
course, and Vannebo asked for input from the 
membership. HECUA: “The New Norway 
Program” will only be offered fall semester. 
Moving forward, Vannebo identified two points. 
The first was the creation of a 2013 “Norwegian 
for Norwegian Teachers” course for which ISS 
will seek SiU funding this November. Vannebo 
asked for our input on instructors and topics, 
and encouraged everyone to talk to him or 
Torild about ideas. Also, 2014 marks a funding 
change with NORAD that impacts international 
students so ISS will assess and address that new 
reality. 

• Association for the Advancement of 
Scandinavian Studies in Canada (AASSC) – 
AASSC President Ingrid Urberg invited all 
NORTANA members to check out the new 
website for our Canadian counterpart. The 
AASSC is the younger sibling to SASS (they 
celebrated a 30 year anniversary in 2011), and 
Urberg encouraged the membership to become 
AASSC members as well. Graduate students 
receive funding to attend conference meetings. 
The theme for next year’s AASSC conference is 
“On the Edge” and the Call for Papers is 
forthcoming for the 2013 meeting in June in 
Victoria, British Columbia. 

5. Announcements and News 

• Terje Leiren invited book manuscripts for the 
New Directions Series at the University of 
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Washington Press. There is a new board in place 
that has implemented some changes, but they 
are moving forward and have financial support. 
Three books are ready for publication, including 
one in Norwegian by Arne Hassing about 
WWII. 

• Micheline van Riemsdijk requested tips about 
competent transcribers (graduate students?) 
who can translate interview notes from 
Norwegian to English to assist her current 
research project at U Tennessee on international 
labor migration. 

• Jan Sjåvik congratulated the two new Ph.D. 
graduates from U Washington in summer 2012:  
Kyle Korynta and Renessa Osterberg Jessup. 
Their departure has left open spaces in the 
graduate student ranks, so Sjåvik asked the 
membership to encourage qualified students to 
apply to UW. 

• Frankie Shackelford will have sabbatical in 
Spring 2013 and needs someone to teach one 
course for one semester at Augsburg College. 
Contact her for more information. 

• Gergana May raised a discussion about bilateral 
agreements between American and Norwegian 
universities, and how this new directive 
impinges on American study abroad students 
wanting to spend a semester in Norway. 

• Congratulations 
o Natalie Van Deusen, Assistant Professor & 

Henry Cabot and Linnea Lodge Professor of 
Scandinavian Studies; University of Alberta 

o Dean Krouk, Assistant Professor of Norwegian; 
St. Olaf College.  

o Renessa Osterberg Jessup, Assistant Professor of 
Scandinavian Studies; Minnesota State 
University – Mankato 

o Olivia Gunn, Visiting Assistant Professor; 
Pacific Lutheran College. 

o Kyle Korynta, Visiting Lecturer; University of 
Washington. 

6. Adjourned 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 a.m. by 
President Claudia Berguson. 

Respectfully submitted by Secretary Melissa 
Gjellstad 



 

 

5 Newsletter for the Norwegian Researchers & Teachers Association of North America: Fall 2012 

Research and Study Opportunities 

1

 
SASS CONFERENCE  
 
2013 MAY 2-4, 2013 
SAN FRANCISCO HILTON HOTEL FINANCIAL 
DISTRICT 

Those interested in presenting a paper at this year’s 
conference are invited to submit a proposal to 
sass2013@berkeley.edu by 30 November 2012. 
Proposals should include the following: 

• participant’s name  
• participant’s affiliation (if applicable)  
• a title and 200-word abstract  
• 4-5 keywords to help place papers in panels 

(examples of helpful keywords:  autobiography, 
children's literature, drama; not as helpful: 
period or nationality)  

• an indication if the participant would like for his 
or her proposal to be considered for one of the 
conference thematic streams or a special panel, 
and if so, which paper format is preferred. (As 
usual, papers will be considered for acceptance 
as part of the general proposal pool if no stream 
or special panel is indicated—participation in the 
streams is not mandatory.) Organizers of pre-
constituted single- session panel proposals 
should include a panel topic abstract along with 
their individual paper proposals, along with a 
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NORTANA Grant 
for 

Graduate Student Attendance at Norgesseminaret 
2013 

 
The NORTANA Board invites graduate student 
applications for a grant of up to $250.00 for 
attendance at Norgesseminaret 2013. The grant will 
supplement the student’s own expenses for the 
seminar (primarily plane fare, transportation to the 
seminar site and some meals) and will be awarded 
upon submission of receipts. There will be two 
grants awarded for 2013. Attendance at the seminar 
is through invitation only. Students selected for the 
NORTANA grant will receive their invitations 
through the Royal Norwegian Consulate in New 
York.  

Please review the information below for application 
eligibility and submission of materials: 

Eligibility Guidelines: 

• The student is presently a PhD student in good 
standing at a university in the U.S. or Canada; 

• The student is a NORTANA member in good 
standing; 

• Priority will be given to those students whose 
research interest is most relevant to the year’s 
seminar topic and/or speakers’ areas of focus; 

• The student need not have passed pre-
dissertation qualifying exams. 

 

Application Materials: 

1) A cover letter written by the student. 

2) A letter of recommendation by one or several 
faculty members of the department or program. The 
letter should include pertinent information on the 
student’s graduate work and research to date.  

3) The student’s unofficial transcript. 

Submission of Application: 

Please submit your materials as email attachments 
to: president@nortana.org.  
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Only complete applications will be considered. 

The application deadline is May 1. Selection will be 
announced by May 15. 

Selection Committee: 

The NORTANA board 

Norgesseminaret 2013:  Dates: TBD (Fall 2013) 

Place: St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN 

Topic: Grunnloven i 2014 
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list of the other contributors.  
• email and contact information  
•   A/V requests for the presentation are due along 

with the proposal on November 30. Late 
requests cannot be guaranteed. All presenters at 
the SASS Conference, US domestic and foreign, 
must be members in good standing at the time 
of the conference. For membership information, 
please consult the SASS website 
(http://www.scandinavianstudy.org/). 

•   Experiments with alternative presentation 
formats (“flash” panels of six 10-minute papers, 
roundtable discussions, workshops, poster 
sessions) are welcome within stream sessions or 
in pre-constituted panels, but not in the general 
pool of conference papers. Stream or panel 
organizers will have the responsibility of 
deciding on a consistent format for each session. 
Submissions of more than one abstract by the 
same conference participant will be considered 
on a case-by-case basis and may have to be 
rejected due to limitations of meeting space. 
 Graduate students are welcome to submit 
proposals when supported by a brief letter of 
endorsement from an academic advisor. The 
name of the advisor should be included in the 
student's proposal, but the advisor's letter 
should be sent separately as an e-mail to 
conference organizers and should comment on 
the readiness of the student and project for 
presentation.   

WELCOME TO SAN FRANCISCO IN 2013!  
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Call for Papers  

AASSC CONFERENCE 2013 

JUNE 3-6, 2013 UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA  
 
The thirty-second annual meeting of the Association 
for the Advancement of Scandinavian Studies in 
Canada (AASSC) will be held at the University of 
Victoria from June 3 – June 6, 2013 in conjunction 
with the meetings of the members associations of 
the Canadian Federation for the Humanities and 
Social Sciences / Fédération Canadienne des 
Sciences Humaines, collectively known as Congress 
2013. 
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The AASSC invites papers of 20 minutes duration, 
to be followed by an additional 10 minutes of 
discussion time. Papers may be given in English or 
French on a Scandinavian / Nordic related topic in 
any discipline, including Finnish, Greenlandic, 
Faroese and Icelandic topics. The organizing 
committee will place each individual paper in 
panels of three. 

Inspired by the 2013 overall conference theme: “@ 
the edge” we have decided to encourage panels (3 
participants) that deal with the Scandinavian 
/Nordic edge, e.g. people living on/experiencing 
the edge in a Nordic /Arctic environment or 
context, literature/film or other narratives from/or 
about the edge. We also encourage panels with a 
more specific environmental/ecological/ecocritical 
approach to Scandinavia/The North/The edge 
theme. 

Even though we advertise for panels within the 
above mentioned areas, papers are NOT limited to 
these themes/angles, and we welcome all 
contributions within Scandinavian Studies. Thus, 
proposals for panels on other themes within 
Scandinavian / Nordic Studies are also invited. 

Because our meeting is part of a larger Congress, at 
which other meetings are taking place, it is possible 
to joint sessions with other associations. Proposals 
for such joint sessions would be welcome, for they 
are encouraged by the Federation, especially if they 
conform to the overall conference theme. Anyone 
interested in proposing such a panel or session 
would be advised to contact the AASSC Program 
Committee early. For information about the 
associations meeting at the Congress visit the 
Federation website at www.fedcan.ca. 

Proposals for panels/abstracts should be submitted 
by January 15, 2012 through e-mail. 

Submissions should include title of paper, abstract 
(150-250 words), and the author’s name, affiliation 
and contact information. Please email your 
submission to the chair of the AASSC Program 
Committee: Mads Bunch mads.bunch@gmail.com 
Mag. Art, Visiting Lecturer University of 
Copenhagen, Department of Scandinavian Studies 
and Linguistics. 
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Call For Papers  

IASS CONFERENCE 2014 

Litteratur inter artes 
KRISTIANSAND, NORWAY, AUGUST 5-9, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Association of Scandinavian Studies 
(IASS) arrangerer sin 30. studiekonferanse 5.-9. 
august 2014 i regi av Institutt for nordisk og 
mediefag, Universitetet i Agder. 
Tema for konferansen er Litteratur inter artes. Herved 
ønskes internasjonale og nasjonale forskere i 
skandinavistikk og relaterte emner hjertelig 
velkommen! 

Forslag til innlegg på konferansen mottas innen 15. 
januar 2014. De som får sitt resymé antatt, vil bli 
bedt om å sende inn en endelig versjon innen 1. 
mars 2014. Denne vil så bli trykt i programmet. 

Konferansespråket er norsk, svensk, dansk, tysk og 
engelsk. 

TEMA 

Litteraturen har til alle tider hatt intim forbindelse 
med andre kunstarter. Hele den muntlige 
tradisjonen i diktekunsten er for eksempel tett 
knyttet til musikk og framføring, mens de skriftlige 
formene i ulik grad spiller på visuell og materiell 
design. Noen litterære sjangrer er interartistiske i 
utgangspunktet, som sang og skuespill, mens andre 
utvider sine grenser mot annen kunst, som 
bildeboka og figurdiktet. 

Litteraturens samspill med andre kunstarter har 
utallige varianter. Et dikt kan alludere til malerier og 
melodier samtidig som det viser seg som bilde for 
våre øyne og lyder som musikk i våre ører. En opera 
er på én gang tekst, musikk og drama, og en roman 
kan i tematikk og struktur være en estetisk 
refleksjon over et kunstverk eller en kunstart. 
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Det er likevel historisk sett forskjeller i graden av 
intensjonelt samspill og måten dette samspillet 
foregår på. Interessen for interartistiske uttrykk har 
hatt vekslende tyngde i de forskjellige epokene og 
kunstneriske retningene. Både kunstinterne 
impulser og samfunnsmessig kontekst må trekkes 
inn for å beskrive, forklare og tolke disse 
bevegelsene. 

De avantgardistiske retningene i mellomkrigstiden, 
for eksempel, gjorde blandingssjangrene til 
program. Forfatterne var ikke bare inspirert av 
bildekunst og musikk, men formet en litteratur som 
bar musikkens og bildekunstens karaktertrekk. De 
utviklet paralleller i stil og formspråk, så som 
utvisking av sentral- perspektivet i bildekunsten og 
oppløsning av én synsvinkel i litteraturen. 

En viktig kunstekstern faktor er den teknologiske 
utviklingen, som både åpner for kunstneriske 
muligheter i nye medier og skaper utfordrende og 
konkurrerende produkter til etablerte former og 
virkemidler. Dette fenomenet 

er ikke bare knyttet til dagsaktuell teknologi som 
data og telefoni, men kan gjenfinnes i alle epoker 
siden skrift forutsetter et materielt grunnlag. 

En annen faktor er økende tvil på at en direkte 
gjengivelse av en ytre virkelighet kan være mulig. 
Når kunstnerne ikke forplikter seg på å gjenskape 
eller referere til fenomenenes verden, fascineres de 
til gjengjeld av de ulike kunstartenes særlige 
egenskaper og virkemåte. 

Konferansens tema er nordisk litteratur – fra alle 
epoker – som på en eller annen måte har et 
intensjonelt interartistisk preg. Vi ønsker å belyse 
ulike aspekter ved slike litterære uttrykk, både de 
kunstinterne og de som må tilskrives den kulturelle 
konteksten. Relasjoner blir et stikkord for vår 
tilnærming til en litteratur som søker seg ut over 
sine egne grenser som kunst. 

INFORMASJON 

Konferansen har en egen nettside: uia.no/iass 2014 

Mer informasjon kan fås ved henvendelse til:  

Unni Langås Tlf. 0047-38142075 unni.langas@uia.no 
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Position Announcement: 

Luther College, Modern European History 

Position: Assistant Professor of History (modern 
European history), tenure-eligible. 

Beginning date: Late August 2013. 

Qualifications: Ph.D. by September 1, 2013 in 
Modern European History.  Specialization is open, 
but preference will be given to candidates with a 
particular interest in nineteenth- or twentieth-
century history, and a field in Scandinavian history.  
The ability to teach a course in Russian history is 
also desirable.  The successful candidate should 
demonstrate a commitment to teaching excellence in 
a private liberal arts setting and to maintaining an 
active scholarly agenda.   

Responsibilities: Teaching responsibilities will 
include a survey course in modern European 
history and more specialized courses in areas of 
research interest, including history courses which 
are part of the Scandinavian Studies program. The 
successful candidate will also participate in teaching 
Paideia (a college-wide program which includes an 
interdisciplinary writing course for all first-year 
students, as well as upper-division interdisciplinary 
courses).  Full-time teaching load is six courses 
spread over the fall and spring semesters and a 
January term.  Additional duties include, advising, 
meeting with prospective students, and committee 
work.   

Salary: Commensurate with academic qualifications 
and professional experience. 

Luther College, a Phi Beta Kappa institution 
affiliated with the Lutheran Church (ELCA), is 
committed to fostering cultural diversity in its 
faculty, staff, and students, and so we welcome 
applications from the widest range of candidates 
who meet the qualifications listed above.  Women 
and persons of diverse ethnic backgrounds are 
especially encouraged to apply.  Excellent teaching 
is of paramount importance.  Additional 
information about the college is available by visiting 
the college website:  www.luther.edu. 

Review of applications begins November 15, 2012 
and continues until the position is filled. Initial 
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interviews will be conducted at the American 
Historical Association Annual Meeting, January 3 – 
6, 2013, in New Orleans, LA. Applicants’ dossiers 
should include a letter of application describing 
current teaching and research interests, curriculum 
vitae, three letters of recommendation, and 
unofficial graduate and undergraduate transcripts.  
Electronic submissions preferred; email applications 
to freyheat@luther.edu.  

Inquiries about the position may be directed to 
Robert Christman, Department of History, Luther 
College, Decorah, IA, 52101, phone: (563) 387-2137, 
email: chriro05@luther.edu 

1

Research Inquiry 
 
The Canadian Interlude 
 
The timeline of the research extends from 1850 to 
about 1870 when Quebec City, Canada, replaced 
New York as the destination for most Norwegian 
immigrants to North America. They arrived on 
Norwegian sailing ships which transported lumber 
back to Great Britain, and from there back to 
Norway to transport the next "load" of Norwegian 
America-farers. This triangular trade was made 
possible by the repeal of the British Navigation Acts 
in 1849.  
 
The research strategy has three components. 
Extensive research will be conducted in Norway 
to determine the impact on the growth of the 
Norwegian sailing ship fleet, the social and regional 
background of the immigrants, the gender ratio, 
causes of the migration, the two-month crossing and 
its endurance. 
 
Research will then shift to Canada and the efforts of 
Canadian officials to convince Norwegian 
immigrants to settle in Canada. Visits to research 
sites and institutions in Canada have been most 
encouraging. Most of the Norwegian immigrants 
considered Canada simply as a corridor to the 
United States and settled mainly in Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin had Norwegian-speaking agents in 
Quebec City to encourage and assist the arriving 
Norwegians to settle there. 
 
I am interested in hearing from people whose 
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Norwegian immigrant forebears landed in Quebec 
City on Norwegian sailing ships. 
 
The research is funded by the Fritt Ord foundation 
in Norway and the Nygaard Foundation 
administered by St. Olaf College. A Norwegian 
edition will be published by Scandinavian 
Academic Press/Spartacus forlag and an English 
one by the Minnesota Historical Society Press. 
 
Please contact Odd S, Lovoll, 305 Linden Pl. S., 
Northfield, MN 55057. Telephone: 507 645 6048.  
E-mail: canadianinterlude@gmail.com or 
lovoll@stolaf.edu 
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d'Aulaire, Ingri and Edgar Parin. Children of 
Northlights. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 
Press. 2012 ISBN 978-0-8166-7923-2 

From the beloved 
authors of D’Aulaires’ 
Book of Norse Myths and 
other classics comes a 
new edition of one of 
their most beguiling 
children’s books. Long 
out of print, Children of 
the Northlights 
introduces readers 
young and old to 
siblings Lise and Lasse 
and to the unique Sami 
people and culture of 

northern Scandinavia. At times mischievous and at 
others quite courageous, Lise and Lasse, and their 
Sami culture, are brought brilliantly to life in the 
captivating text and illustrations of Ingri and Edgar 
Parin d’Aulaire. 
 
This sister and brother live at the very top of 
Norway—to Lise and Lasse, when they look at the 
globe of the world at school, seemingly at the very 
top of the world. Bundled up against the polar 
winter in their coats of fur and furry shoes, they 
look like two little bears rolling in the snow. 
Beneath the bright dancing of the northern lights, 
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we follow Lise and Lasse as they enjoy the long 
winter days and polar nights: playing pranks on 
their family, chasing and playing with their 
reindeer Silverside and Snowwhitedeer, skiing, 
taking hot saunas to stay clean, and keeping warm 
while snowstorms rage across the land. Lise and 
Lasse hunker down in their warm tent and wait for 
the sun to return, which, of course, it always does. 
When the sun comes back in spring, it’s time to go 
to school in the village (which Lise and Lasse 
happily do only after instructing their dogs to take 
good care of Silverside and Snowwhitedeer while 
they’re away). 
 
Inspired directly by a remarkable journey the 
d’Aulaires took to northern Europe and their time 
spent living among the Sami, Children of the 
Northlights is a brightly illustrated portrait and 
celebration of the Sami people and the snow-
covered landscapes of the frozen north from two of 
the twentieth century’s greatest storytellers.  
 
The d'Aulaires are not ordinary travelers. On their 
journeys to Norway and Lapland they have looked about 
them with the clear-eyed pleasure that children take in 
new sights and strange lands, and into their book has 
gone the magic of the North and the romance of snow-
covered countries. 

— New York Times 

Reprinted from http://www.upress.umn.edu 
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Odd S. Lovoll's most recent publications: 
 
Odd S. Lovoll, Norske aviser i Amerika (Oslo, 
Norway: Scandinavian Academic Press/Spartacus 
forlag, 2012). The book was released at a public 
event in Oslo on May 23, 2012. 
 
Thurine Oleson, Wisconsin My Home, Odd Lovoll, 
intro. (University of Wisconsin Press, 2010).  The 
book was released in October 2012. 
 
Sincerely, 
Odd Lovoll 
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Søyland, Aug og 
Olaf Almenningen. 
Praktisk nynorsk til 
lærarstudentar.  
Olso: Det Norske 
Samlaget. 2012. 
ISBN: 9788252179392 

Ny utgåve av den 
mykje brukte 
innføringsboka med 
døme og oppgåver. 
Boka gir ei lettfatteleg 

og instruktiv innføring i setningsbygnad, ordval og 
grammatikk og er skriven av forfattarar som har 
brei erfaring i nynorskundervisning og som veit 
kva studentane treng. 

Boka avløyser utgåva frå 2007 (Den beste boka i 
praktisk nynorsk) og er først og fremst retta mot 
studentar som har hatt nynorsk som sidemål.  Ho 
gjennomgår alle dei grammatiske emna på ein 
pedagogisk måte, og har teori, eksempel og 
oppgåver knytt saman.  Her finn du: 
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NORTANA SURVEY TO MEMBERS  

Distributed Spring Semester 2012 

October 2012 

The following survey questions were created by the 
NORTANA Board and distributed by email by 
NORTANA treasurer Gergana May during spring 
semester 2012. A big thanks to Gergana for her 
initiative in distributing the survey! The compiled 
results are provided in bullet points below.  

NOTE:  

1) The survey was distributed to all NORTANA 
members. 

2) Those responding often did not answer all 
questions. Some indicated that the question did not 
apply to them. Others left the question blank. 

3) Responses to question #1 (list areas of research 
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and teaching) is not included in the compiled 
results. Some respondents were those actively 
teaching and researching in North America, others 
were graduate students or those working in areas 
outside of higher education and/or outside North 
America. 

4) The responses are left unedited. 

5) The responses to the survey will be reviewed by 
the NORTANA Board to consider next steps. 

6) The new website was launched after this survey. 

SURVEY RESULTS TO QUESTIONS 2 -3. 

2. Do you have suggestions for the NORTANA Board 
regarding the service the organization provides? 
Suggestions in the following areas would be helpful to us 
as we plan for the future: 
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• råd om setningsbygnad med 
overføringsverdi til bokmål 

• innføring i nynorsk rettskriving og 
bøyingssystem etter 1.8.2012 

• grammatisk terminologi i samsvar med 
Norsk referansegrammatikk 

• grammatiske ordforklaringar undervegs 
• alfabetisk liste over grammatiske termar 
• fasit til oppgåvene med tanke på 

sjølvstudium 
 

Olaf Almenningen er ordboksredaktør i prosjektet 
Norsk Ordbok 2014 ved Institutt for lingvistiske og 
nordiske studium ved Universitetet i Oslo. Han har 
halde mange nynorskkurs for nordisk-studentar og 
statstilsette. 

 Aud Søyland er frilans språkrettar, omsetjar og 
kurshaldar, og redaktør for Nynorsk ordliste. Ho 
har tidlegare arbeidd i Norsk språkråd, og i 2010-
2011 var ho sekretær for nemnda som utarbeidde ny 
nynorsk rettskriving. 
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a. newsletter:  

ACCOLADES 

The newsletter is great, particularly to able to keep 
updated with goings-on across the NORTANA 
world. It is good to know the deadlines for 
submission early. 

Yes, and more encouragement from members to 
submit material;  

sent out on regular basis; 

The new on-line newsletter is beautifully 
formatted and had much useful information.  In 
general, the newsletter and website should 
function as resources for all Nortana members, not 
only those who attend Norgesseminar.  

Keep up the good work; electronic version is 
encouraged; 

the newsletter has always been interesting, if not 
always timely, last issue was great; 

It was a nice move to put it online;   

I appreciate getting it;  

I really like the newsletter - it helps to stay 
updated on NORTANA events and news about 
NORTANA members. 

OTHER 

I haven’t always received the newsletter – Do you 
still send it by regular mail? I would be happy to 
read it online, but would appreciate a reminder 
when it’s available. 

In general, I would value increased focus on 
research and scholarship. After all the changes we 
made a decade ago to the organization, it seems 
that we are becoming more and more focused 
exclusively on language teaching and translating. 

Additionally, I would prefer a return to electing 
people for specific offices.  

b. list-serv:  

ACCOLADES 
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Interesting, and is often relevant for those of use 
working with Norwegian language, literature and 
culture for our international students here at 
Telemark university college. These students are often 
the same students that NORTANA teachers in North 
America are working with. 

I appreciate that NORTANA's list-serve keeps me up 
to date about stuff without cluttering my inbox too 
much;  

The list-serve works well.  

Good; 

Nice to know that it is there, and I used it more in 
past years.  It seems that it is not used very often.   

helpful sometimes. 

OTHER 

How do I get added? I wasn’t able to find an email 
address when I explored your website. 

Let's not turn the list-serve into a service for low-
wage employers/exploiters of translators.  

c. website:  

ACCOLADES 

Good information. I guess I would like to see pictures 
of events and people, esp. The board. I know that is 
tricky, but of interest. 

I use it occasionally to check dates and refer people to 
the reading guides requirements posted, for instance.  
Also a member list with e-mail addresses would be 
useful).  

Haven't visited it in a while; seemed fine last i 
checked. Good and important to have it there.  

Overall, the website is easy to navigate and looks 
very professional.  

information on upcoming conferences; bylaws; 
NORTANA travel grants info; SIU information on 
grants and deadlines; can we have some pictures? 
The text is very small as well, but maybe it is just my 
computer. 
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OTHER 

The section on membership was a little unclear - I 
tried to find out how to pay my membership dues but 
the PDF link did not work. Tanya Tresher was listed 
as Treasurer.  

The website ought to be updated more frequently 
and be more encompassing regularly updated; 

Could be given a boost; 

I think the website needs to be more regularly 
updated, and needs to contain necessary materials 
(for example, the link to the membership PDF is 
broken). 

The website could be more colorful.  Perhaps it 
should be divided into two sections, one that is open 
for the general public, and another for members only 
that would require a password. (I would like to see 
the by-laws and membership;  

I don’t use it. 

d. reading guides:  

ACCOLADES 

Possibly, but I need to know a little bit more about it 

Excellent idea; 

haven’t used them but they are a great service to the 
community and in generating interest in and 
knowledge of Norwegian literature; 

I refer people to the reading guides; 

Never used one while for my teaching, but think it's a 
good idea.  

These have been particularly helpful to the students 
we organize Norwegian language and culture courses 
for at Telemark University College.  

OTHER 

we could use many more guides; 

and sharing of resources should be a bigger part of 
the site, covering a variety of topics and regularly 
updated; 

– more of them! Recruit members actively to write 
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new guides; 

There seem to be a very limited number of reading 
guides.  Can anyone add a reading guide for a 
Norwegian book?  Are there certain books that 
would be beneficial to add there? 

e. grants:  

ACCOLADES 

Obviously: I love these. Wish there were more.  

The Travel Grant is greatly appreciated. 

More, please! :-)    

OTHER 

Make sure reminders are sent out early enough; 

f. Norgesseminaret: 

ACCOLADES 

Very interesting to be able to stay updated on 
which themes are focused on from year to year.  

I am not familiar with Norgesseminaret, but I 
would like to learn more. 

great opportunity to get together with colleagues 
and interact with the guests from Norway 
(especially when they have been willing to 
interact) and to keep UD remembering and 
acknowledging what we do 

I greatly enjoyed attending the Norgesseminar. 
Would it maybe be possible to be added to the list 
of invitees? I have published about immigration in 
Norway, I conduct extensive fieldwork research in 
Oslo every summer, and I use Norwegian case 
studies in my Population Geography and Cultural 
Geography courses. The Norgesseminar would be 
a good way to stay in touch with the Norwegian 
research community in the US (unfortunately the 
SASS conference often coincides with the annual 
geography conference). 

OTHER 

Make sure that the literary dimension is included 
each time, along with broader thematic issues to 
keep us as updated as possible 
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I always felt talked down upon at these by the 
speakers but loved the networking/socializing with 
friends that it offered. 

Not too many with a business focus.        

g. Bjørn Jensen apartment and the housing 
support   

ACCOLADES 

I have not used it but think it an excellent idea. 

 Due to the high cost of living in Oslo, plus the 
difficulty of obtaining adequate housing, the 
apartment should be retained. 

I have received housing support, which is highly 
appreciated. I think that it is helpful for NORTANA 
members to have an apartment, especially when 
they conduct research in Oslo. I know from 
experience that it is difficult to find housing in Oslo 
while living in the US. However, it seems to be a 
large administrative task to find new tenants each 
year.  

I have applied for and used the Bjørn Jensen 
apartment.  It is a wonderful resource.  Given prices 
in Norway, it makes doing research in Oslo 
affordable.     

I have not used it but plan to apply in the future in 
order to conduct research in Oslo. 

I have not yet used it, but hope to apply in the 
future. It seems important for NORTANA to have 
this apartment, since it encourages members of our 
organization to do research in Norway, and makes it 
more affordable. 

No, but I plan on using it in the future. 

Have not used, as I am retiring will not be 
requesting in future.  It has been important, not sure 
how much anymore. 

I have not applied because I can only get away in the 
summer months for a longer period of time.  I think 
it is very important to have the apartment for those 
who are on sabbatical or can get away.   

I've been fortunate to have the opportunity to use 
the apartment three times (two years and one 
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summer) and am likely to apply again (we're 
planning a year in Norway 2013-14 for my next 
book on sex and children). 

OTHER 

For me personally it would be of interest to be able 
to use it for a week every summer (a short period) , 
but it is usually occupied but someone staying for a 
longer period. 

The apartment is very important to NORTANA, 
but information about availability could be more 
up front. Yes, I have stayed there in the past (many 
years ago now) and would welcome to stay there 
again. 

I think the apartment is a good idea, since so many 
NORTANA members end up needing to research 
in Oslo. However, for those of us whose focal 
points are outside of the hovedstaden, the 
possibility of more than four months' support 
would be great when we're on year-long projects, 
as I have been during this 2011-2012 academic year. 

3. Are you interested in hosting a future 
Norgesseminar? If so, what topic(s) would you 
anticipate as the focus of the seminar at your location? 

No; 

Jeg er for gammel. 

No, since I am retiring.  I hope to attend 
Norgesseminar this coming fall, but probably won’t 
after that. 

Yes; 

Yes, but at this point I am not sure about topic and 
time.   

Yes! 2013? “Women in politics, business and art” 
2013 is suffrage jubilee - June 11 in 2013 marks the 
100th anniversary of Norwegian women's full right 
to vote. 

Maybe; 

Depending on where I am in the future (I am still a 
PhD student), I would be happy to host a future 
Norgesseminar. Topics of interest to me are 
sustainability, issues of gender and sexuality in 
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Call for reviews of Norwegian literature 

The Year’s Work in Modern Language Studies, 
 

an annual critical bibliography of work done in 
Romance and Celtic, Germanic, and Slavonic studies 
published by Modern Humanities Research 
Association (MHRA) is considering books and 
articles on Norwegian literature for review. If 
interested, please contact the editor for Norwegian 
literature, Dr. Giuliano D`Amico at Volda 
University College, Norway:  

Cold Recall:  Reflections of a Polar Explorer 
visits Madison 

In October, UW-Madison, like several other 
institutions in North America, was fortunate to be 
able to host the popular exhibit Cold Recall: 
Reflections of a Polar Explorer.    The exhibit ended a 
year of events in the Scandinavian Studies 
Department that celebrated Norwegian exploration 
and Amundsen Centennial.   The traveling poster 
exhibit presented approximately 48 posters made 
from hand-colored lantern slides and 
accompanying texts from Amundsen’s 1910-1912 
expedition to the South Pole. The posters tell a 
compelling story of a journey that captivated the 
world at a time when the poles represented the last 
remnants of the unexplored earth.  The exhibit 
captures in simple and understated prose the 
emotions of Amundsen and his crew when they 
planted the Norwegian flag on December 14th, 1911,   
“Calm, so calm stretched the mighty plateau before 
us, unseen and untrod by the foot of man.  No sign 
or mark in any direction.  It was undeniably a 
moment of solemnity when all of us with our hand 
on the flag-staff planted the colours of our country 
on the geographical South Pole, on King Haakon 
the 7th Plateau.”  

The exhibit was created by and is on loan from the 
Fram Museum in Oslo, Norway and has been 
touring the US in celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of Amundsen’s expedition.  The 
Madison exhibit was the only showing in 
Wisconsin.  We are very grateful to the Fram 
Museum and the Royal Norwegian Embassy for 
creating and supporting this project.   

A lecture series titled Exploration from Vikings to 
Present:  A Norwegian Perspective supported by UW 
Continuing Education highlighted various aspects 
of exploration.  The lectures explored the 
importance of the Norwegian explorers Amundsen 
and Nansen (Peggy Hager), the Viking explorations 
(Professor Kirsten Wolf), the Sami influence on 
exploration (Professor Tom DuBois) and finally, 
some of the modern physics research being 
conducted by UW-Madison at the South Pole 100 
years after Amundsen’s first visit (Senior 
Researcher Mark Krasberg of the IceCube Project).  
 
Peggy Hager,  
University of Wisconsin-Madison  
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modern Norway, and Norwegian exploration from 
the Viking Age to today 

Madison would be interested, but it might be nice to 
wait until Tanya Thresher’s position has been filled.   

Unfortunately East Tennessee has few connections 
to Norway and I am the only instructor at the 
University of Tennessee who teaches Norway-
related material. I may be able to co-organize a 
Norgesseminar with another NORTANA member 
in the South. 

I have just hosted Norgesseminar 2011, so you can 
ask me in a few years.  I strongly believe all the 
institutions should take turns.   

Norwegian American Weekly – call for writers 
 
The Norwegian American Weekly newspaper in 
Seattle, Wash. seeks short 500-700 word articles for 
"On the Edge," an opinion column about current 
issues in Norway, with the goal of creating dialogue 
in the Norwegian-American community. 
 
Siv Jensen, Eric Solheim, former Mayor of Madison, 
Wisc. Dave Cieslewicz, Dr. Steinar Opstad, Heikki 
Holmås among others have written for this column. 
 
The Norwegian American Weekly has a readership 
of 20,000 people across the U.S., Canada and 
Norway. If interested, please send an email to 
kelsey@norway.com. 
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Celebrating Amundsen: Linking North Dakota, 
Norway, and Antarctica 

During April 2012 the University of North Dakota 
hosted the exhibit “Cold Recall: Reflections of a Polar 
Explorer” created by the Fram Museum in Oslo, 
Norway. A grant from the North Dakota Humanities 
Council helped support the exhibit’s stop in Grand 
Forks, which was coordinated by Melissa Gjellstad 
and Wilbur Stolt, UND Library Director. 

Exhibit programming included four complementary 
events:  a lecture on Amundsen at the exhibit 
opening and a “UND Great Conversation” with 
polar explorer Ann Bancroft, both with Melissa 
Gjellstad, UND Norwegian professor; a presentation 
on Antarctica by Jaakko Putkonen, UND geology 
professor, and his student research team who 
recently conducted fieldwork in McMurdo Dry 
Valleys, Antarctica; and a film screening of German 
film director Werner Herzog’s Encounters at the End of 
the World with discussion with Olaf Berwald, UND 
German professor.   

The exhibit was creatively installed by faculty and 
students from the UND Art Department. In addition 
to housing the Cold Recall exhibit, staff at the 
Chester Fritz Library created four supplementary 
displays to showcase the exhibit. These included 
research findings from Putkonen’s trips to Antarctica 
and volumes from the collections on Antarctica, 
Amundsen, and Polar exploration. 

Community impact for this month-long celebration 
was high. In addition to the main event with Ann 
Bancroft, the explorer engaged with area citizens, 
politicians, city leaders, and administrators from the 
Grand Forks Public Schools system, as well as UND 
faculty, students and staff. All 500 sixth graders and 
their teachers from all Grand Forks Public Schools 
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came to campus for a polar symposium. 
Putkonen’s student researchers spoke to the 
children about their work, including a humoristic 
look at their “Antarctica gear” clothing. Bancroft 
then linked research with her goals as a teacher to 
inspire students and help them realize their 
dreams, paying tribute to Amundsen as a leader 
and visionary.  

The exhibit and programming educated people 
about the 100th anniversary of Roald Amundsen’s 
expedition to the South Pole, and made the link 
from Amundsen’s exciting story of the past so 
vividly captured in the exhibit’s photos to the 
contemporary events linking North Dakota, UND, 
Norway, and Antarctica. The programming also 
called into question the consequences of 
exploration on this fragile environment and the 
ways in which we utilize the landscape and natural 
resources there. Together we cast new light on an 
exciting historical event, making it resonate with 
contemporary questions that probe our 
understanding of this fascinating place. 

Submitted by Melissa Gjellstad 
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Thorleifsson Shares Adventurous Spirit 
with Concordia Students 

From the left: Polar sailor Thorleif Thorleifsson, Director 
of Global Learning Dr. Per Anderson, Director of 
Scandinavian Studies Dr. Milda Halvorson, Hjemkomst 
Center coordinators Tim Jorgensen and Markus Krueger, 
and Hjemkomst crew member Mark Hilde. 

Norwegian adventurer Thorleif Thorleifsson says 
his passion for exploring the Arctic is to be an 
eyewitness to "a world that is passing away, and 
that is the Arctic." 

Thorleifsson is a Norwegian Naval Academy 
graduate, sailor, navigator and explorer – and very 
concerned about climate change. 

He toured Moorhead’s Hjemkomst Center with 
Scandinavian Studies students before his public 
presentation on campus Oct. 9. He also met with 
Mark Hilde, Moorhead, one of the crewmembers of 
the Hjemkomst. 

Hilde recounted stories about that small ship’s 1982 
voyage through the Great Lakes and across the 
Atlantic to Bergen, Norway. The ship is now on 
exhibit in the cultural center named after it. 

Thorleifsson's own adventures have included 
retracing Roald Amundsen's sail through the 
Northwest Passage. 

"Amundsen needed six years to explore the route," 
says Thorleifsson. "I did it two years ago in only 80 
days, so that clearly illustrates the dramatic changes 
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in the Arctic region. The most obvious change is the 
tremendous loss of ice." 

The polar explorer and environmental eyewitness 
hopes his listeners understand the seriousness of the 
ongoing climate change. 

"When you take into consideration that some of 
these places once were almost impossible to 
penetrate, I think that says a lot. As an 
environmentalist I think that is very scary," he says. 

Thorleifsson shared his story at Concordia to 
encourage students to be curious about the world 
they live in. 

"The world needs their skills, their hopes and 
dreams," he says. "We need everything they have in 
order to solve our problems today." 

Reprinted from 
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Report for NORTANA housing subsidy 

Summer 2012 

Micheline van Riemsdijk 
Assistant Professor 
University of Tennessee 
 
I would like to thank NORTANA for awarding me a 
housing subsidy for Summer 2012. The financial 
support is greatly appreciated. 

I conducted fieldwork in Oslo from May 9 to July 31 
2012 for a project on stakeholder involvement in 
international skilled migration. I interviewed 
human resource managers in information 
technology (IT) companies and engineering 
companies about their talent needs and recruitment 
strategies, and I interviewed foreign-born IT 
specialists and engineers about their job decisions 
and lived experiences in Oslo. I also interviewed 
various stakeholders in skilled migration, including, 
among others, representatives for the Ministry of 
Labor and the Ministry of Trade and Industry, the 
Oslo Chamber of Commerce, Oslo Teknopol, 
Kunnskap Oslo, employer organizations, and 
organizers of the Oslo Global Mobility Forum. 
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spatial strategies of stakeholders to influence 
skilled migration policies. These findings are 
placed within the socio-institutional context in 
which skilled migration takes place. The project 
uses case studies of the recruitment of information 
technology (IT) specialists and engineers in 
Norway to investigate the processes of scaling, 
rescaling, and network modes of governance in 
migration policymaking. The project aims to make 
theoretical contributions to geographical 
understandings of scales and networks, including 
the possible emergence of new forms of 
governance. The grant funds a PhD student (Matt 
Cook) and an undergraduate student (Jaylyn 
Johnson). Undergraduate students Grace Levin 
and Ben Todd also work on the project. 
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Norgesskolen 
 
A school about being Norwegian  - in Norway 
Norgesskolen is a three week summer school 
located outside Oslo. This is a  
for youngsters between the age of 9 to 18 to 
learn Norwegians language, history and culture. 

For ten years, the students come to Tomb in 
Norway (Østfold county, south of Oslo) to learn 
Norwegian language, history and culture. All of 
them have in common the connection to Norway, 
often because their parents or grandparents have 
Norwegian roots. 
 
The vision for Norgesskolen is to give the children 
an opportunity to become secure about their 
Norwegians identity, learn as much Norwegian 
as possible and the culture as well as creating 
friendships and networks that last for a lifetime. 
 
High quality 
Norgesskolen is a part of the organization 
Nordmanns-Forbundet/Norwegians Worldwide. 
They emphasize that the teaching and the 
experience as a whole will be of the highest 
quality possible. The teaching is based on the 
official Norwegian curriculum of the so called 
Knowledge Reform (Kunnskapsreformen) of 2006. 
“The students are guaranteed teaching adjusted 
to their level through an introductory test on the 
first day of school. Our experience is that the 
students have a positive learning curve during the 
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National Science Foundation Grant to 
Micheline van Riemdijk 

Research team: Micheline van Riemsdijk, Jaylyn Johnson, 
Grace Levin, Ben Todd, Matt Cook 

Micheline van Riemsdijk has been awarded a grant 
from the National Science Foundation to study 
the governance of international skilled migration. 
The project investigates the migration experiences 
of skilled workers and their families and the socio-
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These interviews provided insights into the 
strategies of actors and organizations to attract more 
skilled workers to Norway. 

Fafo, the Institute for Labor and Social Research, 
graciously provided office space, and my colleagues 
in the Industrial Relations and Labor Market Policy 
provided an enjoyable intellectual environment. In 
June, Matt Cook, a Ph.D. student in Geography, and 
Grace Levin, a sophomore in Global Studies, 
assisted with fieldwork research in Oslo. They 
conducted Google searches to find information 
about stakeholders in skilled migration, they 
contacted potential study participants, and they 
gathered secondary data on the recruitment of 
engineers and IT specialists in Norway. Matt and 
Grace participated in interviews and conducted two 
interviews on their own. After they left I continued 
conducting interviews and I gathered more 
contextual data. 

My spouse Kevin and I rented a small apartment in 
Grünerløkka through a colleague at Fafo. The 
apartment was decorated with furniture that the 
owner inherited from his mother in the United 
States, it was an interesting mix between a 
retirement home and a hytte.  
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three weeks of school” explains Lisbeth Bø 
Håverstad, the director of the school since the start 
in 2003. 
“The youngsters blossom during these three weeks! 
The schools official language is Norwegian, 
something which “forces” them to practice what 
they learn”, she says.  
What is the emphasis at the school? 
“To communicate knowledge about Norway, both 
regarding language and culture. As far as we know, 
there is no program quite like it offered to 
Norwegians living abroad.” 
 
Many kids from the US 
Norgesskolen have had students from 56 countries 
during ten years and many of them have come from 
the United States. Every year the school has a 
different theme, this year it was the Vikings, next 
year it will be the painter Edvard Munch. 
”Since many of the students return year after year, 
we have a different theme each time, which 
provides variation in the teaching and their 
experience at the school. But some activities we 
repeat every year, like celebrating the 17th of May, 
the traditional Norwegian Christmas celebration 
and the camping trip! These are popular activities, 
which according to the students, would be a 
“disaster” if we did away with.  
 
Why is a school like Norgesskolen important? 
“What is unique about Norgesskolen is the 
combination of learning and the communication of 
language and culture and the social aspect. The 
children and youths who attend the school have a 
connection to Norway in different ways. They live 
in different countries and cultures, and then meet in 
Norway and spend three intensive weeks together 
at Norgesskolen. It generates a unique atmosphere 
which creates special bonds among students. To 
quote one of our former students: It is so fantastic to 
be here with my Norgesskolen-family!” explains 
Lisbeth Bø Håverstad. 
 
For more information: 
• http://www.norgesskolen.no 
• www.facebook.com/Norgesskolen 
• Or contact Lisbeth Bø Håverstad at 

Lisbeth@nww.no or by phone + 47 23 35 71 70 
• Registration deadline: 1st of April 2013 
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Typically Norwegian: Being outside for no other 
reason than being outside? Yes! At Norgesskolen 
the students learn outdoor life the Norwegian way. 
Here some of the kids attending the school summer 
2012.  

Learning the language: Keen students in action 
learning Norwegian in one of the classrooms at 
Norgesskolen.  

 

Celebration: 
Students at 
Norgesskolen 
celebrate 
“17.mai” the 
traditional way 
with a parade in 
Norway in July.  
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Vice President of Strategy for Statoil in Houston. 
He gave an inspiring presentation of Statoil’s 
operations in North America. John G. Bernander, 
CEO of the Confederation of Norwegian Enterprise 
(NHO), presented the organization’s activities. 
Bernander elaborated on how the organization 
works as an influential actor in society. Gro 
Gotteberg, Human Resource Director at Det 
Norske Veritas’ Division of the Americas & Sub-
Saharan Africa, explained the risk management 
side of industry. All three participants also spoke 
about the importance of education for these fields.  

The other half of the seminar was dedicated to 
challenges that come along with Norway’s growth. 
The movie Oslo 31. August illustrated how people 
struggle on a personal level despite living in a 
wealthy society. Philosopher Gorana Ognjenovic, 
from the University of Oslo, spoke about the 
responsibilities different levels of society has for its 
citizens. Ognjenovic’s recent study revolves around 
bildung and what role it plays in society today. The 
seminar was concluded with an engaging debate 
on the industry’s and educational institution’s role 
and responsibilities. 

The Seminar also included a segment on 
Norwegian heritage in Texas. Mayor Fred 
Volcansek of Clifton, Norway’s capital in Texas, 
presented the Cleng Peerson Institute – an institute 
dedicated to promote Norwegian-Texan relations. 

The Royal Norwegian Consulate General in New 
York cohosted the 2012 Norway Seminar with the 
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Norway Seminar – Houston 2012 

Norwegian Industry in North America 

The topic of this year’s Norway Seminar was 
Norwegian industry in North America, inspired by 
the location: Houston, Texas. Voices from the 
industry and the academic field were represented, 
questioning the growth and responsibilities 
Norway is faced with. 

From the left: Deputy Consul General in New York 
Henrik Width, Consul General in Houston Jostein 
Mykletun, Professor Terje Leiren, and Jon G. 
Bernander, CEO of NHO 

This year’s Norway Seminar was focused on 
Norwegian industry, growth and responsibility. 
The choice of topic was natural considering that 
Houston is arguably the American energy capital 
of today. Norwegian energy company Statoil was 
represented at the Seminar by Helge Haldorsen, 
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Director for 10 years: Lisbeth Bø Håverstad has been 
the directore of Norgesskolen since the start in 2003. 

TUSEN HJERTELIG TAKK! 

The NORTANA board would like to say a big 
thank you to Henrik Width and Sara Ullerø from 
the Royal Consulate General in New York and to 
Jostein and Sonja Mykletun from the Royal 
Consulate General in Houston for the informative 
and educational experience in Texas. 



 

 

20 Newsletter for the Norwegian Researchers & Teachers Association of North America: Fall 2012 

Norgesseminaret 2012 in pictures  

From the left: Helge Haldorsen (Statoil), Gro Gotterbeg (Det Norske Veritas), Jon Bernander (NHO), 
Gorana Ognjenovic (University of Oslo), Jostein Mykletun (Consul General in Houston) 

From the left: Mayor Fred Volcansek of Clifton, Henrik Width and Sara Ullerø  
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We congratulate: 

Renessa Osterberg Jessup with a new tenure 
track position at Minnesota State University – 
Mankato; 

Olivia Gunn with her position as Visiting 
Assistant Professor at Pacific Lutheran College; 

Kyle Korynta with her position as Visiting 
Lecturer at the University of Washington. 

Dean Krouk with a new tenure track position 
at St. Olaf College. 

Natalie van Deusen with a new tenure track 
position at the University of Alberta, 
Edmonton. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
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NORTANA Reading Group Guides 

1

The reading guides have always been the most 
frequently visited pages on our website. We now 
have 6 reading guides available on 
http://nortana.org/for the following books. 
Farthest North, Antiphony, Out Stealing Horses, 
Alberta and Jacob, Maren Gripe, and The Half Brother. 
With the proliferation of literary translations that 
are now available we have a prime opportunity to 
promote Norwegian literature to a wider audience. 

NORTANA Reading Group Guides present works 
of Norwegian literature to an English-reading 
public. By presenting these introductory materials, 
questions for discussion, and other suggested 
readings we wish to enhance your reading 
experience as well as to share our enthusiasm for 
Norwegian literature and encourage you to explore 
further what Norwegian literature has to offer. 

Guide to Creating a Reading Group Guide: 

PUBLICATION INFORMATION: 

Title 
Author 
Publisher 
ISBN 
Price 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

A brief note to booksellers and/or book group leaders, 
stating why this book would be an excellent selection and 
what makes it particularly well-suited to use by a reading 
group. 
 
ABOUT THIS BOOK: 

Ca. 300-500 words briefly outlining the plot and major 
issues taken up in the book. Include any relevant material 
that sets the novel in some literary/historical context for 
non-Scandinavianists. 

As you create your reading group guide please keep the 
implied audience in mind. Our assumption is that 
reading group members are intelligent and serious lay-
readers, but not academics (at least, not reading 
academically in this setting). It is not expected that they 
would have a detailed knowledge of Norwegian or Nordic 
literature or culture, (unless it happens to be a Nordic 

2

Book Club), but what the literary work reveals about 
differing cultural assumptions would be one relevant 
topic of discussion, along with themes, characterization, 
genre, style, and discussion of the translation. 

FOR DISCUSSION: 

10 to 15 questions for discussion. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 

Short, general biographical information, primary genres, 
most important works, awards, etc. (ca. 150 words or 
less, depending on how significant the biographical 
information is to the reading context). 

Link to author’s website, or author’s page on publisher’s 
website, if available. 

ABOUT THE TRANSLATOR/TRANSLATION: 

OTHER BOOKS AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH 
TRANSLATION BY THIS AUTHOR: 

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING: 
(If you enjoyed this book, we suggest the following by 
this or other Nordic writers available in English.) 

LINKS TO REVIEWS IN ENGLISH: 

 
NORTANA Reading Group Guides may be 
downloaded at no charge from the NORTANA 
website http://nortana.org/ for use by reading 
groups or individual readers. Comments, 
questions, or suggestions may be posted to our 
Reading Group Guide Discussion (Bulletin Board) 
Page. 
 
NORTANA (The Norwegian Researchers and 
Teachers Organization of North America) is a non-
profit organization of researchers, teachers, and 
independent scholars involved in Norwegian 
language, literature, and area studies in North 
America. NORTANA promotes the study of 
Norwegian and Norway at all levels, and works to 
facilitate cooperation among scholars engaged in 
these fields. 
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NORTANA Executive Committee 

2011-2014 

President 
Claudia Berguson 
Pacific Lutheran University 
president@nortana.net 
 
Vice-President 
Ingrid Urberg 
University of Alberta 
iurberg@augustana.ca  
 
Treasurer 
Gergana May 
Indiana University 
ggmay@indiana.edu 
 
Secretary 
Melissa Gjellstad 
University of North Dakota 
melissa.gjellstad@email.und.edu  
 
Bjørn Jensen Leilighet Coordinator 
Margaret Hayford O’Leary 
St. Olaf College 
oleary@stolaf.edu 
 
Webmaster 
John Weinstock 
University of Texas 
weinstock@mail.utexas.edu 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Milda Halvorson 
Concordia College 
mhlavors@cord.edu 
 

NORTANA  
c/o Milda Halvorson 
Concordia College 
901 8th St S 
Moorhead, MN 565662 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 

SASS Conference 2013 
San Francisco, CA 
May 2-4, 2013 
 
NORTANA Grant for Graduate Students 
May 15, 2013 
 
AASSC Conference 2013 
University of Victoria 
June 3-6, 2013 
 
IASS Conference 2014 
Kristiansand, Norway 
August 5-9, 2014 

NORTANA Membership 

One of the privileges of NORTANA membership is 
the opportunity to become involved with a small, 
but dedicated, organization devoted to the 
professions of Norwegian Studies. Membership is 
open to teachers, researchers, graduate students, 
and members of the community who are interested 
in the field. 

If you are interested in reviewing books or 
instructional materials, or have teaching tips or 
information of interest to share with our colleagues, 
please contact the Newsletter editor at 
mhalvors@cord.edu 

Membership in NORTANA costs $15.00 per year or 
$40.00 for three years. Graduate students and 
Community Education teachers may join at a 
special rate of $12.00 per year or $30.00 for three 
years. Membership is based on a calendar year. If 
you have let your membership lapse, now is the 
time to renew, as well as to encourage colleagues to 
join NORTANA. 

To join or renew your membership, fill out the 
application online at http://nortana.org/. Payment 
must be sent by check to 

Gergana May, NORTANA Treasurer 
Department of Germanic Studies  
Ballantine Hall 644 
Indiana University 
Bloomington, IN 47405  


