
 

 

Newsletter for the Norwegian Researchers & Teachers Association of North America Spring 2013 

Fra Presidenten 
Dear NORTANA members: 

Greetings to you all! As we move into the 
summer season, I’d like to share a few 
thoughts as we look back and ahead to 
NORTANA as your organization. 

First of all, the NORTANA board is in the privileged position of 
knowing the overall demographics of our organization, and I 
would like to share that with all of you. We are, at present, over 
100 members strong as an organization. And this membership is 
diverse: we are college and university professors and instructors, 
community college instructors, educators in community 
education, freelance translators, independent scholars, members of 
Norwegian and Norwegian-American institutions and 
organizations, retirees from positions as educators, graduate 
students in Scandinavian Studies and more. We come from 
Canada, the US, and Europe. We are of diverse ethnic 
backgrounds, but a common denominator for us all is an interest 
in continued study and teaching of Norwegian language, 
literature and culture and in the networking opportunities that 
NORTANA offers us. We are, for the most part, a virtual meeting 
place, and our website, listserv and newsletter play important 
roles in keeping us all informed.   

Looking back over the past five months since our last newsletter, I 
can report that the NORTANA board has been busy in a number 
of ways. We have worked to update the NORTANA members list, 
we have announced this year’s Norgesseminar graduate student 
stipend, we have reviewed applications for the Bjørn Jensen 
apartment in Oslo and applications for bostøtte for summer 
research elsewhere in Norway, we have shared along with others 
announcements and job opportunities on the listserv and we have 
begun the first phase of the NORTANA history project.  

The NORTANA history project? Yes, we are finally old enough to 
have a history! Seriously, it is about time for such a history to be 
written. And all are welcome to submit your part of this narrative. 
In the newsletter you will find a list of questions by category for 
some of the most important aspects of the history of our 
organization. Gathering the parts of our history into one narrative 
will not only help us as current members to know where we came 
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from, it will also help those not familiar with 
NORTANA to know who we are! We are aiming 
to keep this a doable project, so we encourage as 
many people as wish to contribute with a 
paragraph or two of the NORTANA history you 
know best. The NORTANA history will be the 
third in a series of written records of NORTANA 
in recent years. Compiled results of our 
NORTANA membership survey and the results of 
a SASS luncheon discussion of strategies, 
challenges and successes for college and 
university Norwegian and Scandinavian Studies 
programs have been published in previous 
newsletters. I hope these can serve as a resource 

for you in your own work to keep the study of 
Norway and the Nordic region vibrant. 

Finally, all members should know that you should 
feel free to send questions or comments to your 
board through the NORTANA president at 
president@nortana.org 

As the summer begins, I hope you find time to 
enjoy a vacation, a good book and some sun after 
a long winter. And safe travels to those with travel 
as part of your summer plans. 

God sommer! 

Claudia Berguson 

This spring NORTANA 
organization did not hold its 
regular meeting during the 
SASS conference in San 
Francisco due to a high volume 
of papers being presented and a 
very busy conference schedule. 
The next member meeting will 
take place during Norgesseminar 
in Northfield, October 2013. 

The treasurer Gergana May 
reports that NORTANA 
organization is in good 
standing with $8,335.96 in the 
checking account.  

Bjørn Jensen Apartment 
Coordinator Margaret Hayford 
O'Leary reports that the 
apartment is available for rent 
for the period of August 7 - 
September 30, 2013. If 
interested, please fill out the 
electronic application on the 
NORTANA website. 

 

NORTANA BUSINESS 

NORTANA History Project - Call for Contributions 

The current NORTANA board has taken an 
initiative to compile and write down important 
milestones in the history of the organization from 
its establishment up the present. We have 
identified six important sections for this project and 
drafted a few questions for each of the sections. We 
are asking all our members, senior and junior, to 
contribute with their answers by choosing the most 
relevant section(s) to them. We particularly 
encourage the former presidents and organization 
officers to provide their input. 

Please send your written responses (they do not 
have to be very long - a paragraph to each 
question) to the newsletter editor Milda Halvorson 
editor@nortana.org before September 30, 2013. 

This summer, Milda will also contact many of you 
personally and ask for contributions. Our goal is to 
publish at least some of the completed sections in 
the fall newsletter. Please keep in mind that we 
need some time to compile and edit all responses, so 
the earlier you can send them, the better.  

Please see the outline of the history sections on the 
next page. 

mailto:president@nortana.org
http://nortana.org/housing/application/
mailto:editor@nortana.org
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1. The Beginnings 1979-1984: 

 Who formed NORTANA? Where did you meet? What was the motivation for beginning this 
organization? 

 How did you coordinate this with the Norwegian Consulate? How did NORTANA become linked 
with Norgesseminar? 

 In which ways was NORTANA important to your professional life as a scholar and teacher at that 
time? 

 What was a notable/memorable event of these first years? 
 
2. The Middle Years 1984-2011: 

 How did the organization work to fulfill its mission to support teachers and researchers? How 
did speakers, workshops, meetings help in this regard? 

 How did the board and the NORTANA membership evolve during this time? 

 Which contacts at the Norwegian Consulate did you work with? 

 In which ways was NORTANA important to your professional life as a scholar and teacher at 
that time? 

 What was a notable/memorable event during these “middle years”? 
 
3. Recent History 2011-2013: 

 During your time on the board, how has the organization changed? 

 In what ways is NORTANA important to your professional life as a scholar and teacher? 

 How do you see NORTANA fulfilling its mission in the future years of the organization? 

 What events have been notable/memorable during these years? 
 

4.  Newest Members 2012-2013:  

 How do you see NORTANA as helpful to you in your first years as a teacher and researcher? 

 How do you envision NORTANA better serving graduate students in the field, on the job market, 
and in the transition to a tenure track position? 

 
5. Bjørn Jensen Apartment:  

 Who was Bjørn Jensen? 

 How has the apartment functioned as a support to NORTANA members? Who uses it? 

 How is the bostøtte fund related to this? 
 
6. Royal Norwegian Consulate:   

 From the perspective of the Norwegian Consulate and Embassy, in what ways is NORTANA related 
to your work? 

 

We are looking forward to your contributions! 

Sincerely, 
Milda Halvorson  
Newsletter Editor  
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Research and Study Opportunities 

POSITION OPENING 

PACIFIC LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY 

DIRECTOR, SCANDINAVIAN CULTURAL 

CENTER 

Pacific Lutheran University invites applications for 
the position of Director of P.L.U.’s Scandinavian 
Cultural Center.  The mission of the Center is to 
bring together individuals and organizations of the 
Pacific Northwest to support the university’s 
Norwegian and Scandinavian Area Studies 
programs and Scandinavian Immigrant Experience 
Collection; to promote development and 
understanding of Nordic immigrant and 
Scandinavian-American experiences, cultures, and 
heritage; and to promote ties with, and awareness 
and understanding of, contemporary Nordic 
cultures and societies. 
  
GENERAL DESCRIPTION:  Oversees all 
operations of PLU’s Scandinavian Cultural Center 
(SCC).  Specific duties include: 

 Plan and develop all non-academic SCC 
programming, exhibits, and activities. 

 Collaborate with faculty in the Norwegian and 
Scandinavian-Area Studies programs regarding all 
academic programming. 

 Support the Library's Scandinavian Immigrant 
Experience Collection. 

 Organize the work of volunteers on SCC 
Council, who support the Center's activities and 
outreach to various local community organizations. 

 Manage and develop SCC membership. 

 Edit Scandinavian Scene; oversee SCC presence on 
social media sites. 

 Provide outreach for the SCC to appropriate 
organizations and institutions. 

 Assume other duties and responsibilities as 
assigned by the Dean. 

 The position may eventually include teaching 1-2 
courses per year that utilize the expertise of the 
Director and support the study of Scandinavian 
cultures at PLU.  Teaching duties would commence 
no earlier than year 2 of appointment.  Position is 
administrative with faculty status.  Director reports 

to the Dean of Humanities. 

KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES:  We 
seek candidates with the following abilities and 
backgrounds: 

 Strong organizational, communication, and 
outreach skills. 

 Ability to work effectively with a wide range of 
constituents: SCC members and volunteers from 
local community organizations; faculty; students; 
professionals at other peer institutions; the general 
public. 

 A strong interest in and demonstrated 
commitment to promoting knowledge of 
Scandinavian and Scandinavian-American 
cultures. 

 Knowledge in an area of Scandinavian cultures, 
or knowledge in an area of cultural study with 
clear applicability to the study of Scandinavian 
cultures. 

 Institutional leadership skills. Ability to 
envision new initiatives, forge working 
relationships and coalitions, effectively plan and 
implement initiatives. 

 Strong computer skills (word-processing; 
spreadsheets; web-page management, etc.) 

 Interest in teaching. 

 REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS: 
 
1. Bachelor’s degree.  
2. Finalist candidates must satisfactorily complete 
pre-employment background check 
 
PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS: 
 

 An MA or PhD in an area of Scandinavian 
Studies, or in an area of cultural study with 
applicability to the study of Scandinavian and 
Scandinavian-American cultures, is highly 
preferred.  Applicants without an advanced 
degree, but with professional experience that 
offers an equivalent background and expertise 
related to the study of Scandinavian cultures are 
also welcome. 

 Fluency in a Scandinavian language. 
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 Teaching experience. 

 
SALARY:  $45,000-$52,000 per year; DOE + 
excellent benefits package 
 
APPLICATION PROCEDURE:  Submit 
application, cover letter, resume, and a list of three 

references by July 1 online 
at: http://employment.plu.edu 
  
Pacific Lutheran University is a comprehensive 
university of 3500 students that offers a challenging 
curriculum integrating the liberal arts with professional 
programs.  A globally-focused university committed to 
building a diverse educational community, PLU enjoys 
a healthy and progressive relationship with the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and is an 

The Center for Advanced Research on Language 
Acquisition (CARLA) at the University of 
Minnesota has sponsored a summer institute 
program for second language teachers since 1996. 
This internationally known program reflects 
CARLA's commitment to link research and theory 
with practical applications for the classroom. Each 
institute is highly interactive and includes 
discussion, theory-building, hands-on activities, 
and plenty of networking opportunities. CARLA 
summer institute participants—more than 4,000 to 
date—have come from all over the world. They 
have included foreign language and ESL teachers at 
all levels of instruction, as well as program 
administrators, curriculum specialists, and 
language teacher educators.  
 
Take a look at the many options listed below. Don't 
delay--these institutes will fill up fast! 
 
Institute Spotlight: 

Developing Materials for Less Commonly Taught 
Languages 

July 15–19, 2013   

Instructors of less commonly taught languages 
(LCTLs) are often challenged by the lack of quality 
instructional materials. This institute will provide 
LCTL teachers with practical tools and hands-on 
experience in developing a wide range of materials 
to fit the needs of LCTL students and improve their 
ability to use the language for communicative 
purposes. Grounded in the latest research on 
effective language pedagogy and second language 
acquisition, this institute will focus on proficiency-
oriented approaches to teaching. Institute 

participants will engage in a highly interactive 
program that features hands-on materials 
development in small groups and in the computer 
lab. 
 
Presenters: Bill Johnston (Indiana University) and Louis 
Janus (CARLA-University of Minnesota) 
Find more information about this institute online. 
   
Summer Institutes for Language Teachers 
•  Using the Web for Communicative Language 

Learning and Professional Development—
online course  July 8–August 11, 2013   

•  Using Technology in the Second Language 
Teaching  July 15–19, 2013   

•  Content-Based Language Instruction and 
Curriculum Development   July 15–19, 
2013   

• Culture as the Core in the Second Language 
Classroom    July 22–26, 2013   

•  Focusing on Learner Language:  Second 
Language Acquisition Basics for 
Teachers    July 22–26, 2013   

•  Improving Language Learning:  Styles- and 
Strategies-Based Instruction    July 29–
August 2, 2013   

• Developing Assessments for the Second 
Language Classroom    July 29–August 2, 
2013   

Questions? Email us at: carla@umn.edu 
 

The institutes have been developed and are offered with the 
support, in part, of the U.S. Department of Education’s Title 
VI Language Resource Center program. The summer institutes 
are co-sponsored by the University of Minnesota’s College of 

CARLA Summer Institutes 2013     

http://employment.plu.edu/
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/2013/lctl.html
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/2013/cll_online.html
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/2013/cll_online.html
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/2013/cll_online.html
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/2013/tech.html
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/2013/tech.html
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/2013/cbi.html
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/2013/cbi.html
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/2013/culture.html
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/2013/culture.html
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/2013/sla.html
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/2013/sla.html
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/2013/sla.html
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/2013/ssbi.html
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/2013/ssbi.html
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/2013/assessment.html
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/2013/assessment.html
http://goog_1193576282/
http://goog_1193576282/
http://www.carla.umn.edu/institutes/registration.html
mailto:carla@umn.edu
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Reviews and Publications 

Friends, Colleagues, Readers -- 

Just published in 
Toronto by BookThug: 

 
 
MEDITATIONS ON 
GEORGES DE LA 
TOUR, by Paal-Helge 
Haugen, translated by 
Roger Greenwald. 
Bilingual edition: 
English and Norwegian 
(Nynorsk) 
 

 
 
 
You can read about the book, read two poems 
(click on View Sample), and watch me read 

poems at the launch -- all here: 

 
** SPECIAL OFFER: ** 
 
If you haven't ordered a copy of PICTURE 

WORLD, by Niels Frank, translated by Roger 
Greenwald (BookThug, 2011; English only) -- 
  
You can now get both of these books as a bundle 
at a discount of over 16%, and with free shipping 

in Canada and the US. Information about 
PICTURE WORLD, a sample poem, and video 
from the launch are here: 
 

 
And the ** SPECIAL OFFER ** for both books is 
here: 
 

 
Please take a look! 

 
Thanks, 
 
Roger Greenvald 
Paal-Helge Haugen’s Meditasjonar over Georges de La 
Tour (Meditations on Georges de La Tour) was 
published in Norwegian in 1990, won the 
Norwegian Critics’ Prize, and was a finalist for the 
Nordic Council’s Literature Prize. Haugen describes 
the thirty-four poems in the sequence that forms the 
book as “meditations ... on the charged stillness, 
sorrow and celebration in the marriage of light and 
dark.” These meditations rest on constant tensions 
between different centuries and belief systems, 
between different art forms, and between the 
different but allied sensibilities of the poet and the 
painter whose work he contemplates. (Thanks to 
the bilingual format, this book brings the 
Norwegian text back into print.) 

* 

Haugen’s poems inhabit the “charged stillness” at 
the heart of being. They are deeply and unsettlingly 
suggestive of an unfathomable proliferation we are 
part of but can’t access – “a system of measurement 
/ you do not know” – and also of our compulsion to 
try to represent it. I am grateful for Roger 
Greenwald’s translations of this important poet. 

— Karen Solie 
These poems are dark yet streaked with a strange 
light, precise and sober, that illuminates hopeless 
yet oddly consoling truths. Haugen’s vision leaves 
the reader no place to hide, cuts through its own 
gloom like a floodlight to find us defenseless, 
heartbroken, without illusions, but touched with a 
music, in Roger Greenwald’s seamless English, that 
manages “to leave some hesitant / marks of 
happiness.” 

— Stephen Kessler 
 
What has made Haugen’s voice carry across the 
generations since his debut in 1967 is his way of 
uniting formal variety with intimacy. At the same 
time as he tries out new ideas of form, he 
consistently challenges readers to participate in a 
struggle between passion and distance in which our 
humanity is at stake. 

Reviews and Publications 

http://www.bookthug.ca/proddetail.php?prod=201308&cat=17
http://www.bookthug.ca/proddetail.php?prod=201109
http://www.bookthug.ca/proddetail.php?prod=201325
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The UCLA Center for Medieval & Renaissance 
Studies announces 

Viking Language 1: Learn Old Norse, Runes, and 
Icelandic Sagas 

Amazon.com Amazon.uk, Create Space 
Amazon.fr  and Amazon.de 

 

   

 

    

 

 
The Viking Language Series is a new introduction to 
Old Norse language, pronunciation, runes, 
Icelandic sagas, mythic poetry, and Vikings.  

 Viking Language 1: Learn Old 
Norse, Runes, and Icelandic Sagas, 
the first volume, is a 
textbook/workbook with lessons, 
readings, grammar exercises, maps, 
illustrations, cultural sections, 
vocabulary  

 Viking Language 2: The Old Norse 
Reader, the second volume, includes 
complete sagas, mythic and heroic 
poetry, selected readings, reference 
grammar, maps, vocabulary, and 
answer key to exercises in Viking 
Language 1. 

 Viking Language 1 Audio: Old Norse 
Pronunciation are sound files of the 
Old Norse reading passages and 
runic inscriptions with standardized 
Icelandic pronunciation. Available 
as MP3 download and CD.            

http://www.vikingnorse.com 
Viking Language is a comprehensive entry into 
the Norse world, providing all tools necessary to 
master Old Norse. Readings tell of gods, heroes, 
sacral kingship, blood feuds, and daily life.  

The learner journeys through Viking Age 
Denmark, Iceland, Greenland, Norway, Sweden, 
Britain, Russia, and Byzantium. Focusing on the 
most frequently used words, you will read sagas, 
runic inscriptions, and be well on the way to 
learning modern Icelandic.  

A special feature is information about Iceland, 
where sagas were written and Norse history and 
myth preserved. 

About the author 

Jesse Byock developed the learning method for the 
Viking Language Series. He is Distinguished 
Professor of Old Norse and Medieval Scandinavian 
Studies at the University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA) and professor at UCLA’s Cotsen Institute 
of Archaeology. 

He directs the Mosfell Archaeological Project in 
Iceland and teaches Old Norse – Icelandic. He is 
the author of Viking Age Iceland, Medieval Iceland, 
and Feud in the Icelandic Saga. His translations from 
Old Norse include The Prose Edda, The Saga of the 
Volsungs, The Saga of King Hrolf Kraki, and Grettir’s 
Saga. 

Viking Language 1 now available in paperback  
Viking Language 1 Audio available May 2013 
Viking Language 2 available soon in paperback 
 
Visit our website at: http://www.vikingnorse.com  

Join Viking Language at Facebook 

http://www.amazon.com/Viking-Language-Learn-Norse-Icelandic/dp/1480216445/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1370140697&sr=1-1&keywords=viking+language+1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Viking-Language-Learn-Norse-Icelandic/dp/1480216445/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1363691413&sr=1-1
https://www.createspace.com/4017281
http://www.amazon.fr/Viking-Language-Learn-Norse-Icelandic/dp/1480216445/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1367841853&sr=8-1&keywords=viking+language
http://www.amazon.de/Viking-Language-Learn-Icelandic-Series/dp/1480216445/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1367841956&sr=8-1&keywords=viking+language
http://www.vikingnorse.com/
http://www.viking.ucla.edu/mosfell_project/index.html
http://www.viking.ucla.edu/mosfell_project/index.html
http://www.vikingnorse.com/
http://www.vikingnorse.com/audio
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/vikinglanguage/
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Olson, Daron. VIKINGS 
ACROSS THE ATLANTIC: 
EMIGRATION AND THE 
BUILDING OF A GREATER 
NORWAY, 1860-1945. 
University of Minnesota 
Press. 2012 

Available at Amazon.com 

Around the year 1000 a 
Viking ship landed on the 
Atlantic coast of what would 
one day be North America. 

Nearly a millennium later; on June 7, 1945, Norway’s 
King Haakon VII returned from exile under guard of 
the American Ninety-ninth—or “Viking”—Battalion. 
In Vikings across the Atlantic, Daron W. Olson reveals 
how these two moments form narrative poles for the 
vision of a greater Norway that expanded the 

boundaries of the Norwegian nation. 
 
Looking at matters of religion, literature, media, and 
ethnicity, Olson explores how Norwegian-American 
myths changed over time in relation to a broader 
Anglo-American culture, and were at the same time 
influencing and being influenced by Norway’s 
burgeoning national culture. Beginning in the 1920s, 
Norwegian identity-makers framed the concept of 
the greater Norway, a nation of two halves: 
Norwegians who resided in the homeland and those 
who had emigrated, especially those in America. 
Olson shows that, far from being merely symbolic, 
this idea was validated by the ordeal of World War 
II, when Norwegians across the Atlantic 

demonstrated their willingness to sacrifice and even 
die for the greater Norway. 

  
In its transnational approach, Olson’s book brings a 
new perspective to immigrant studies and theories 
of nationalism. Vikings across the Atlantic depicts the 
nation as a larger community in which membership 
is constructed or imagined, a status of belonging 

defined not by physical proximity but through 
culture and shared traditions. 

Daron W. Olson is Assistant Professor of European 

and World History and Program Coordinator of 
History and Political Science at Indiana University 

Essay publication  

Riopelle, Frode Johansen. "Norway and the 
Prisoners of Peace". AGNI Online December 
2012.  

About the author 

F. J. Riopelle is the author of 
two works of fiction in 
Norwegian , Gutten som sa nei 
og andre noveller (The Boy Who 
Said No and Other Stories, 
2007) and Lykkesmeden (The 
Happiness Smith, 2009). He is a 

literary critic for the Norwegian daily newspaper 
Klassekampen. A pacifist and conscientious objector, 
he has been sentenced to prison twice. He is 
presently working on a planned tetralogy of novels 
about life in America. He lives in Boston with his 
American wife and infant son and teaches 
Norwegian at Harvard University. 

Engebretsen, Martin. 
VISUELLE 
SAMTALER. Oslo: 
Fagbokforlaget, 2013. 
 
En stor del av 
kommunikasjonen 
mellom mennesker 
skjer i dag i digitale 
medier, og den er i 
økende grad visuell. 
Likevel vet vi lite om 
bildenes virkemåte og 

effekt, sammenliknet med hva vi vet om 
verbalspråklig kommunikasjon.  
 
I Visuelle samtaler undersøker Martin Engebretsen 
bruken av fotografi og grafikk i noen utvalgte 
nettbaserte sjangrer: journalistiske 
lydbildereportasjer, historiske bildesamlinger, 
animerte grafer i folkeopplysningens tjeneste og 
profilbilder på Facebook. Hvilke roller spiller de 
visuelle uttrykkene, hvordan samspiller de med 

sine omgivelser, og hva består deres virkekraft av?  
 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/0816651418
http://www.bu.edu/agni/essays/online/2012/riopelle.html
http://www.bu.edu/agni/essays/online/2012/riopelle.html
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I en klar og forståelig fremstillingsform belyser 
forfatteren hvordan den omfattende 
digitaliseringsprosessen påvirker vårt sosiale 
samspill og vår visuelle kultur. 
 
Martin Engebretsen (f. 1961) er professor i språk og 
kommunikasjon ved Universitetet i Agder. Han har 
skrevet en rekke bøker og artikler om temaer i 
skjæringspunktet mellom språkvitenskap og 
medievitenskap. De seneste årene har interessen 
særlig vært rettet mot anvendelsen av sammensatte 
– multimodale – tekster i digitale medier.  
 
ISBN 978-82-450-1236-1   Kr 349   220 sider 
Målform: Bokmål Festskrift til Nils Magne Knutsen – 
subskripsjon 

Professor i nordisk litteratur ved Universitetet i 
Tromsø, Nils Magne Knutsen, fyller 70 år 12. 
februar i år. I forbindelse med at han går av med 
pensjon i juni, vil han bli hedret med et festskrift. 
Jeg har samlet 24 av hans artikler om Knut Hamsun 
og Petter Dass, om nordnorsk litteratur og arktisk 
litteratur og er i ferd med å lage en bok med tittel 
Litteratur i Æventyrland. Den vil bli illustrert av 
Karl Erik Harr.  

Boka koster kr. 348, - og vil være ferdig rundt 1. 
juni.  

Hvis du vil kjøpe den, send en epost til: 
henning.waerp@uit.no 

Boka vil bli overrakt rundt 1. juni og sendes ut til 
subskribentene kort tid etterpå, sammen med 
faktura. Husk å oppgi navn og postadresse. 

Med vennlig hilsen Henning Howlid Wærp 
Redaktør for boka 

Innholdsfortegnelse: 

Nord-Norge  
 

 Trangvik i våre hjerter. Noen innledende 
bemerkninger om regional litteraturforskning 
(1982).       

 Nordnorsk litteratur og nordnorsk 
litteraturforskning.  

 Tre stammers møte. Carl Schøyen og den 

kvenske innvandringa. 

 Russerne i norsk litteratur.    

 ”Hans Sjæl var vel både sort og hvid”. 
Handelssteder og nessekonger i litteraturen  

 Andreas Markusson og læstadianisme.   

 Fra primitivt til pittoresk. Ei kort historie om 
hvordan Nord-Norge ble vakkert. 

 Vett og Uvett, nordnorsk humor, nordnorsk 
motkultur og nordnorsk identitetskonstruksjon. 
    

Arktis 
 

 Norsk ishavslitteratur.  

 La Recherche. Den store ekspedisjonen som 
Norge glemte.   

 Barsk og sterk, eller full og infantil? Mannsbildet 
i norsk polarlitteratur. 

 Johan Kulstads beretning fra Svalbard 1853. 
  

Hamsun 
 

 Veien hjem til Polden.  

 Moral og umoral i Knut Hamsuns forfatterskap.  

 Fra Sværmere til ”Telegrafisten”.   

 Sjalusi i Knut Hamsuns kjærlighetsdiktning.  

 Hendenes språk i Hamsuns diktning. 

 Lensmenn i Hamsuns diktning.   
  

Petter Dass  
 

 Nordlands Trompet. 

 ”Frihed, Lethed og Fylde”. J. S. Welhaven og 
Petter Dass.    

 Frå Petter Dass til Hans Lind til Arvid Hanssen. 
Eit riss av nordnorske viser i 300 år.  
   

Reiser 
 

 ”Avsides inn i eventyret ligg det”. Om 
reiseskildringer fra Nord-Norge. 

 Den franske reisen mot nord.   

 Bjørnson i Nord-Norge 1869. 

mailto:henning.waerp@uit.no
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Norway Today Magazine 

 

The Norwegian Embassy is pleased to present free, 
electronic versions of Norway Today, a magazine 
about contemporary Norwegian culture, society 
economy and public policy. The magazine, which 
highlights Norwegian culture in the U.S., is 
available both as a free app and as a Digimag, 
which can be read online. The publication is great 
for anyone wanting to learn about contemporary 
Norway.  

Norway Today Digimag 

iPad App    

To download Norway Today to your iPad, go to 
the App Store and search for "Norway." The app is 
located in the Apple Newsstand and can be 
downloaded for free. 

Her Majesty Queen Sonja of Norway states, 
"[Norway Today] represents ... what Norway is all 
about — her culture, her welcoming natural 
beauty, her storied past, and her vibrant present." 

The magazine focuses on the culture, history, and 
important societal traits of Norway, as well as 
Norway as a destination. The editorial and sharp 
visual design emphasize the contemporary, 
strategic, and innovative cultural and political 
aspects of Norway, including support of the arts, 
early adoption of gender equality, and its 
leadership position in sustainable development 
and the High North.  

Norway Today is also available in a print version. 
The digital publication includes all the information 
contained in the print version plus hyperlinks, 

photo galleries, audio, video and embedded social 
media that provide an interactive experience. 

Please contact the Embassy directly for a hard copy: 

Royal Norwegian Embassy in Washington  2720 
34th Street NW Washington, DC 20008  Tel: (202) 
333-6000  Fax: (202) 469-3990  E-mail: 
emb.washington@mfa.no 

Reprinted from Norway The Official Site  in The United States 
www.norway.org 

Oddvar Høidal's Trotskij i Norge.  Et sår som aldri 
gror (Oslo: Spartacus forlag, 2009) will appear as 
an updated new English language edition entitled 
TROTSKY IN NORWAY: EXILE, 1935-1937.   

The volume, which places Lev Trotsky's 
controversial stay in Norway within a broader 
historical and biographical framework, is 
scheduled for publication by the Northern Illinois 
University Press in the fall of 2013.  It has been 
emendated and expanded in particular for the 
benefit of an international readership. 

Oddvar Høidal is Professor Emeritus of History at 
San Diego State University.  

http://mydigimag.rrd.com/publication?i=147586
mailto:emb.washington@mfa.no
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News, Reports and Resources 

Call for Submissions of Reviews on 
Norwegian Literature 

The Year’s Work in Modern Language Studies, an 
annual critical bibliography of work done in 
Romance and Celtic, Germanic, and Slavonic 
studies and published by Modern Humanities 
Research Association (MHRA) is considering books 
and articles on Norwegian literature for review. If 
interested, please contact the editor for Norwegian 
literature, Dr. Giuliano D`Amico at Volda 
University College, Norway: 
giuliano.damico@hivolda.no 

Schreiber Translations, Inc. Norwegian 
Freelance Translation Work 

Opportunity 

Schreiber Translations, Inc. (STI) is currently 
looking for linguists to assist with upcoming 
Norwegian translation projects. The trouble is that 
our client requires linguists be U.S. Citizens. If you 
know of anyone that is interested, please let them 
know about this opportunity.  

Heather Dickson  Resource Management 
Coordinator HDICKSON@schreibernet.com Phone 
301-424-7737 Ext. 108 

Women's Suffrage Centenary 1913-2013 

In 1913 Norway became the first sovereign nation 
to implement women’s suffrage. This year a variety 
of events are scheduled to take place throughout 
Norway to celebrate this achievement. This 
includes scholarly seminars, special museum 
exhibits, concerts, book launchings and much more. 
Check out  
for the official calendar of events. 

Through my work at the Centre for Gender 
Research I helped plan the University of Oslo's 
contributions to the centennial. These included 
several scholarly seminars (among other things) 
which will take place throughout the year, one of 

Maternity Leave and the Birth of a 
Welfare State 

Anna M. Peterson is a Ph.D. graduate in the history 
department at Ohio State University. She received a 
fellowship from the American- Scandinavian 
Foundation to spend the 2012- 2013 academic year 
in Norway and finish the archival research for her 
project, “The Birth of  a Welfare State: Feminists, 
Midwives, Working Mothers and the Fight for 
Norwegian Maternity Leave, 1890–1940.” 

By Anna M. Peterson, guest researcher, STK, Ohio 
State University  

My project investigates the development of 
Norwegian maternity legislation and the roles 
feminists, midwives, and working women played in 
shaping these foundational social welfare policies. 

which I was a part of. At the end of April I was on a 
panel at the Norwegian Folk Museum about the 
transnational exchange of ideas regarding women's 
rights.  

My contribution was a presentation on the 
ways Norwegian-American suffragists used ideas 
surrounding the construction of a shared 
Norwegian commitment to issues of women's 
rights to try and push for Norwegian-American 
support of women's suffrage. 

Best, Anna Peterson 

Assistant Professor of History at Luther College 

http://www.mhra.org.uk/Publications/Journals/ywmls/index.html
giuliano.damico@hivolda.no
mailto:HDICKSON@schreibernet.com
http://stemmerettsjubileet.no/arrangementer
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We congratulate: 

Stephen Walton on the award "NORLI 
debutantpris 2012" for his novel, Roadmovie. 
Manuset with Aschehoug. 

Roger Greenwald on his translation Paal-Helge 
Haugen’s Meditasjonar over Georges de La Tour 
(Meditations on Georges de La Tour ) with BookThug. 

Daron W. Olson on the publication of his book, 
Vikings Across the Atlantic with University of 
Minnesota Press and on the Indiana University East 
Award for Excellence in Research 2013.  

Oddvar Høidal on the upcoming edition of his 
book Trotskij i Norge. Et sår som aldri gror in English 
entitled Trotsky in Norway: Exile, 1935-1937 with 
Northern Illinois University Press in the fall of 2013. 

The UND Norwegian Program along with all 
colleagues in the Department of Modern & Classical 
Languages & Literatures for receiving “The UND 
Foundation/Thomas J. Clifford Award for 
Departmental Excellence in Teaching” in February 
2013.  

Margaret Hayford O'Leary on a new appointment 
as SASS Vice President for the term 2013–15 (and 
President-Elect for 2015–17). 

Mark B. Sandberg on the completion of his term as 
SASS President and all the incredible work he has 
done for the organization. 

Marv Slind on his retirement from Luther College. 

Anna Peterson with a new tenure track position in 
History at Luther College. 

Milda Halvorson for receiving tenure and 
promotion at Concordia College. 

  

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
By looking at three very different groups of women 
I investigate the ways women’s varied class, 
professional, and ideological backgrounds 
impacted maternity legislation. As a result, my 
dissertation incorporates the motivations of a 
broad range of historical actors and demonstrates 
that women’s diverse approaches to maternity 
leave significantly colored the meaning of 
“women-friendly” welfare legislation. 

Maternity Legislation 

Feminists, midwives, and working-class mothers 
each sought to gain political, economic, and social 
power from maternity legislation. Many middle-
class Norwegian feminists believed that women’s 
emancipation could only come when women’s 
particular needs as women were met. They lobbied 

the state to alleviate the burdens of motherhood 
and hold men equally accountable  to parental 
responsibilities. Organizations such as  the 
Norwegian Women’s Rights Association and the 
Norwegian National Council of Women used 
debates about maternity coverage to further 
demonstrate the  need for women’s involvement 
in politics. Midwives saw state-sponsored 
maternity coverage as an opportunity to advance 
professionally. They used maternity legislation  to 
demand more pay and benefits from the state for 
the essential role they played in childbirth. Female 
industrial workers themselves did not passively 
accept laws that dictated how a pregnancy should 
alter their work lives. They embraced, 
circumvented, and manipulated maternity leave 

policies and subsequently altered the shape of 

social legislation. 

Women as early agents of welfare reform 

This historical study of the interactions women 
had with the state over the passage of key social 
policies uncovers women’s roles in the crafting of 
the Norwegian welfare state. It highlights the ways 
in which politically marginalized groups 
negotiated, shaped, and opposed welfare 
legislation. Correspondingly women, as early 
agents of welfare reform, were able to construct a 
framework for social policies that later generations 
of women could benefit from. As a result, the 
project also historicizes Norway’s current 
reputation as a model of parental leave policies. 

http://arts-sciences.und.edu/languages/norwegian/program-news-events.cfm
http://www.stk.uio.no/forskning/aktuelt/bulletine/utgaver/2013-1/index.html
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NORTANA Reading Group Guides 

The reading guides have always been the most 
frequently visited pages on our website. We now 
have eight reading guides available on 
http://nortana.org/reading/for the following 
books: According to Sofia, Farthest North, Antiphony, 
Out Stealing Horses, Alberta and Jacob, Maren Gripe, 
The Half Brother, and My Struggle. With the 
proliferation of literary translations that are now 
available we have a prime opportunity to promote 
Norwegian literature to a wider audience. 

NORTANA Reading Group Guides present works 
of Norwegian literature to an English-reading 
public. By presenting these introductory materials, 
questions for discussion, and other suggested 
readings we wish to enhance your reading 
experience as well as to share our enthusiasm for 
Norwegian literature and encourage you to explore 
further what Norwegian literature has to offer. 

Guide to Creating a Reading Group Guide: 

PUBLICATION INFORMATION: 

Title 
Author 
Publisher 
ISBN 
Price 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

A brief note to booksellers and/or book group leaders, 
stating why this book would be an excellent selection and 
what makes it particularly well-suited to use by a reading 
group. 
 
ABOUT THIS BOOK: 

Ca. 300-500 words briefly outlining the plot and major 
issues taken up in the book. Include any relevant material 
that sets the novel in some literary/historical context for 
non-Scandinavianists. 

As you create your reading group guide please keep the 
implied audience in mind. Our assumption is that 
reading group members are intelligent and serious lay-
readers, but not academics (at least, not reading 
academically in this setting). It is not expected that they 
would have a detailed knowledge of Norwegian or Nordic 

literature or culture, (unless it happens to be a Nordic 
Book Club), but what the literary work reveals about 
differing cultural assumptions would be one relevant 
topic of discussion, along with themes, characterization, 
genre, style, and discussion of the translation. 

FOR DISCUSSION: 

10 to 15 questions for discussion. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 

Short, general biographical information, primary genres, 
most important works, awards, etc. (ca. 150 words or 
less, depending on how significant the biographical 
information is to the reading context). 

Link to author’s website, or author’s page on publisher’s 
website, if available. 

ABOUT THE TRANSLATOR/TRANSLATION: 

OTHER BOOKS AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH 
TRANSLATION BY THIS AUTHOR: 

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING: 
(If you enjoyed this book, we suggest the following by 
this or other Nordic writers available in English.) 

LINKS TO REVIEWS IN ENGLISH: 

 
NORTANA Reading Group Guides may be 
downloaded at no charge from the NORTANA 
website http://nortana.org for use by reading 
groups or individual readers. Comments, 
questions, or suggestions may be posted to our 
Reading Group Guide Discussion (Bulletin Board) 
Page. 
 
NORTANA (The Norwegian Researchers and 
Teachers Organization of North America) is a non-
profit organization of researchers, teachers, and 
independent scholars involved in Norwegian 
language, literature, and area studies in North 
America. NORTANA promotes the study of 
Norwegian and Norway at all levels, and works to 
facilitate cooperation among scholars engaged in 
these fields. 
 

http://nortana.org/reading/
http://nortana.org/reading/
http://nortana.org/
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NORTANA Executive Committee 

2011-2014 

President 
Claudia Berguson 
Pacific Lutheran University 
president@nortana.org 
Vice-President 
Ingrid Urberg 
University of Alberta 
vp@nortana.org 

 
Treasurer 
Gergana May 
Indiana University 
treasurer@nortana.org 
 
Secretary 
Melissa Gjellstad 
University of North Dakota 
secretary@nortana.org 
 
Bjørn Jensen Leilighet Coordinator 
Margaret Hayford O’Leary 
St. Olaf College 
housing@nortana.org 
 
Webmaster 
John Weinstock 
University of Texas 
webmaster@nortana.org 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Milda Halvorson 
Concordia College 
editor@nortana.org 

NORTANA  
c/o Milda Halvorson 
Concordia College 
901 8th St S 
Moorhead, MN 56562 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 

AASSC Conference “@ the edge” 
The annual conference of Association for the 
Advancement of Scandinavian Studies in Canada 
will be held at the University of Victoria, British 
Columbia, Canada, June 3-6, 2013  
  
PAMLA Conference “Stages of Life: Age, 
Identity, and Culture.” 
The Pacific Ancient and Modern Languages 
Conference will be held in San Diego, CA 
November 1-3, 2013 
 
MLA Discussion Group on Scandinavian 
Languages and Literatures "Invisible Violences 
in the North" 
129th MLA Annual Convention will be held in 
Chicago, January 9-12, 2014 
 

NORTANA Membership 

One of the privileges of NORTANA membership is 
the opportunity to become involved with a small, 
but dedicated, organization devoted to the 
professions of Norwegian Studies. Membership is 
open to teachers, researchers, graduate students, 
and members of the community who are interested 
in the field. 

If you are interested in reviewing books or 
instructional materials, or have teaching tips or 
information of interest to share with our colleagues, 
please contact the Newsletter editor at 
editor@nortana.org 

Membership in NORTANA costs $15.00 per year or 
$40.00 for three years. Graduate students and 
Community Education teachers may join at a 
special rate of $12.00 per year or $30.00 for three 
years. Membership is based on a calendar year. If 
you have let your membership lapse, now is the 
time to renew, as well as to encourage colleagues to 
join NORTANA. 

To join or renew your membership, send dues to: 

Gergana May, NORTANA Treasurer 
Department of Germanic Studies  
Ballantine Hall 644 
Indiana University 
Bloomington, IN 47405  
 

mailto:president@nortana.org
mailto:vp@nortana.org
mailto:treasurer@nortana.org
mailto:secretary@nortana.org
mailto:housing@nortana.org
mailto:webmaster@nortana.org
mailto:editor@nortana.org
mailto:editor@nortana.org
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