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Fra presidenten 

As we move through 2019 and embark on 
exciting new research and teaching projects, 
let’s pause to look back on one of the high-
lights of 2018: Norway Seminar at Brigham 
Young University in Provo, UT, parts of 
which were held jointly with ASTRA 
(Association of Swedish Teachers of North 
America) and DANA (Danish Academic Net-
work in America). The Norwegian part of the 
seminar, designed by Nate Kramer of BYU in coordination with the NOR-
TANA board, focused on “Minne, Minnesmerker, og Traume” (Memory, 
Memorials, and Trauma). The speakers from Norway were literature pro-
fessor Unni Langås and architect Atle Aas. There was also a workshop for 
NORTANA members focused on producing film viewing guides to com-
plement the readings guides already available on our website. While I re-
gretfully could not be in attendance, I would like to thank Nate Kramer 
and everyone else who helped make Norway Seminar 2018 a success.  

Planning for Norway Seminar in 2019 (see the “save the date” announce-
ment on p. 4) began early this year, with hosts Melissa Gjellstad and Steve 
Finney of the University of North Dakota taking the lead with a unique 
theme: “Oslo: Democratic Public Space.” We are inviting speakers who 
will consider how contemporary fiction represents suburban Oslo and its 
multicultural neighborhoods, and how Oslo city planners have worked 
conceptually to redesign and integrate public spaces within the city. We 
also anticipate further collaborative work on the Reading and Viewing 
Guides for the website, and we invite NORTANA members to make sug-
gestions about literary texts and films or television shows that would be 
appropriate selections. The guides remain a valuable part of our website: I 
recently benefitted from using parts of the reading guide designed by El-
len Rees when teaching Per Petterson’s Out Stealing Horses in my 
“Literature and Memory” course. It is my hope that instructors as well as 
general readers and viewers can continue to be informed and challenged 
by these guides, both inside and outside the classroom. 

Lastly, in 2018 the NORTANA community lost a longtime leader and 
mentor. Margaret Hayford O’Leary, Professor of Norwegian at St. Olaf 
College, died last June at age 67 after a two-year struggle with cancer. I 
personally worked with Margaret very closely and learned an immense 
amount from her during the three years I was an assistant professor at St. 
Olaf (2012-2015). My time working with Margaret was part of her fourth 
decade of teaching Norwegian language, culture, and literature. Her exper-
tise and dedication were formidable, and Margaret did more than almost 
anyone to contribute to the mission of NORTANA. She fully deserved the 
honor of Officer of the Royal Norwegian Order of Merit that she was 
awarded in 2016. As we move forward in our work teaching and research-
ing Norway and Norwegian, let us remember Margaret as a shining exam-
ple of what NORTANA is all about.  

Dean Krouk 
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Fra redaktøren 

In the summer of 2003, after seven happy years in Madison, Wisconsin, my 

wife and I and our five-year-old daughter packed up our belongings and 

moved back to Grand Forks, where I’d grown up and where my folks lived. 

We were sad to leave Madison, but happy to be nearer grandparents and old 

friends, and looking forward to a new challenge—teaching in a multidiscipli-

nary first-year learning community at UND. 

That fall, Faythe Thureen, one of the dear friends I’d reconnected with, asked 

if I might help out with an event she was hosting as head of UND’s Norwegian 

section. Something called “Norgesseminaret.” She needed someone to schlep 

folks around in a 12-passenger state van, along with other minor logistics. In return, I’d get to sit in on presentations by 

folks like Helene Uri, Gro Dahle, Svein Nyhus, and Rangfrid Trohaug.  

I took and  passed the certification test for driving the van. (Sample question: “True or False—A twelve passenger van 

handles exactly like a sports car.”) 

The seminar was spectacular. The presenters were by turns witty, illuminating and provocative, and the attendees, all 

strangers to me—members of something called “NORTANA,”—were astute and engaged. I was struck as well by how 

much the attendees seemed to truly enjoy one another’s company, as I’d heard stories from friends in academia of the 

cliquishness and professional jealousy that often marked the conferences they attended.  

At the end of the first day, we assembled in the cavernous Chester Fritz Auditorium for a solo concert by Norway’s best-

known and best-loved folksinger. Even with a contingent of local scandophiles and dignitaries from the city and 

university, there were only enough of us to fill the first several rows on the main floor of the recital hall. I remember 

feeling a bit uneasy that we hadn’t mustered a bigger turnout for this living legend.  

Adding to that uneasiness was the fact that the legend himself had been observed nursing one Heineken after another 

pretty much since breakfast. When he stepped onto the stage and began to play, though, I was relieved to hear his usual 

nimble fingerpicking as he played the song’s instrumental introduction. He began to sing, and all went well through a 

verse and a chorus. Then his voice trailed off and he stopped playing. He murmured an apology and started over. Again, 

after the chorus, he trailed off and fell silent. A few long seconds elapsed before someone in the audience began to clap. 

The rest of us joined hesitantly in, and the awkwardness passed. The legend then fingerpicked his way through the intro 

of another song, and again began singing. After a few lines he trailed off again into awkward silence.  

Having played in bands myself, sometimes for near-empty houses, and now and then feeling the terror of a mind gone 

blank, I was agonizing on behalf of  both the legend and my friend Faythe, who had invited the university president—a 

guitarist and folk enthusiast himself—on the strength of the legend’s stature as Norway’s combined answer to Pete See-

ger and Bob Dylan.  

The silence grew more and more painful as he stood up there, looking lost, and I was about to give up and start clapping 

when, from somewhere to my left, a sweet alto voice picked up the lyrics exactly where the legend had left off, joined 

quickly by other female voices and, buoyed by this angelic choir, the legend resumed playing and finished the song. The 

applause this time came without hesitation. 

The point of this story is not that a Norwegian national treasure had an off night. He has since played many flawless 

concerts, I’m told. My point is that the lone voice that rescued him (and us) was that of Margaret Hayford O’Leary. 

It was a voice I would hear many times in years to come, at other Norgesseminarer, performing improvised songs with 

several other past and current members, «takkesanger» to thank seminar hosts, presenters and sponsors, often with 

Margaret accompanying on guitar. 

This October, when Norgesseminaret returns to UND, Margaret’s voice will be absent, and I will miss it. 

However, I look very much forward to joining Melissa Gjellstad in welcoming you to Grand Forks on October 17-19.  

Mark your calendars! 



NORTANA Meeting Minutes 
Sass — May 14, 2018 

Los Angeles, CA 
Minutes recorded by Nate Kramer 

·      Meeting called to order by Dean Krouk. 
·      Distribution of membership list spreadsheet 
·      Referatet fra forrige møtet 
·      President Kyle Korynta’s announcement—stepping 

down 
·      Kari Lie Dorer has agreed to be the new VP 
·      Severe changes in budget for NORTANA 

o  Budget cuts in the department, communication with 
Trine Eriksen 

o  They are not going to support it 
o  Sharing with ASTRA and DANA, which would take heat 

off the budget, but our budget consciousness was irrele-
vant 

o  Money in NORTANA account can help 
o  Nate Kramer—are we to expect that they won’t support 

it in the future? 
o  Dean—we don’t know, but we need to be flexible; move 

to every-other-year or  summer workshops instead 
o  Dean—will not plan the 2019 Norgesseminar if it is not 

funded 
·      Theme for next year’s SASS—closing of frontiers  
·      Treasurer’s report—approximately 13,000 in account; 

9,000 from membership dues 
·      Maren Johnson will continue as secretary; Steve Finney 

will continue as webmaster, newsletter editor 
·     Discussion about assignments instead of formal assign-

ment charette—contact Kyle (schedule conflict with ISA) 
·     Reading guides, viewing guides (none yet); we should 

consider updating and producing more 
o Designing reading/viewing guides could be part of Nor-

way Seminar 
o Bring study guides with us to discuss in a breakout ses-

sion 
·     Nate Kramer—preview of Norgesseminar at BYU in 

October 
o  Shared with ASTRA and DANA—designing effective 

language programs 
o  NORTANA—memory, memorials and trauma; hope is 

to have a keynote speaker from Norway 
o  What do we want to be included? Because some things 

will have to be cut, likely 
·      Who wants to host in 2019-20?  

o   Nobody has stepped forward yet 
o   Talk to ASTRA about combining our efforts every oth-

er year 
·      Workshop that Kari has in mind June 2019 at St. Olaf—

have a say in developing a curriculum that we will end 
up using. 

·      Announcements from Kari re: new hires 
·      Torild: we need to move over funds from our Nordea 

account so that bostøtte fund can be distributed from an 
American account 

·      Meeting adjourned 

NORTANA Meeting Minutes 
Norgesseminaret — Oct. 19, 2018 

Provo, UT. 
Minues recorded by Secretary Maren Johnson 

Treasurer Gergana May called the meeting to order at 
9:45am. 
1. Nate Kramer welcomed everyone to BYU for the joint 
meeting of DANA, ASTRA and NORTANA. 
2. Torhild Homstad shared memories of Margaret Hayford 
O’Leary and reflected on her incredible impact on the fields 
of Norwegian and Scandinavian studies in the United States. 
3. The minutes were approved from the previous meeting of 
NORTANA during the SASS conference in L.A. 
4. Gergana May presented the Treasurer’s Report. Currently 
there is $23,752.76 in the NORTANA account. NORTANA 
leadership will meet soon to discuss the money in the account 
from the bostøtte line in the budget. 
5. Steve Finney reported that the newsletter will be sent out 
after the new year. Research done by  NORTANA members 
will be on home page of the website. He reminded people to 
send updates to him. 
6. Vice President Kari Lie Dorer reported on the NORTA-
NA film guides that will be part of the activity Saturday dur-
ing our work time. The goal is to have these guides for both 
films and TV posted on the NORTANA website. 
7. There is a need for more ACTFL and OPI certified testers 
in Norwegian. Kari Lie Dorer reported that she currently is 
the only person certified in Norwegian proficiency. She stated 
she is happy to talk with anyone who may have questions or 
interest in pursuing this certification. 
8. This summer there will be a workshop focusing on the 
development of materials for levels B1 - C1 hosted by St. 
Olaf College and the University of Minnesota. Kari Lie Dorer 
announced that more details were to come in the near future. 
9. Inger Egebakken reported that the Lærerseminar will take 
place the last week in June and first week in July at the Uni-
versity of Oslo. Watch for an announcement for this oppor-
tunity. 
10. Trine Erickson from the Embassy in Washington D.C. 
reported that the government is cutting support for education 
and cultural activities. Therefore it is important to always 
submit proposals and submit them early enough for consider-
ation. 
11. Announcements: 

1. Melissa Gjellstad reminded the group about the poten-
tial opportunities through Fulbright and especially the 
opportunities for language assistants from Norway to 
come to the U.S. through Fulbright support. 
2. Peggy Hager announced a track at SASS focusing on 
language pedagogy in honor of Margaret O’Leary. The 
date for abstracts is December 1. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:38am. 



NORTANA Meeting Minutes 
Sass — May 3, 2019 

Madison, WI 
 

 

President Dean Krouk called the meeting to order. 23 peo-
ple were in attendance at the meeting. 
 
 

1. Vice President Kari Lie Dorer mentioned the pedagogy 
workshop for 3 - 5th semester Norwegian curriculum 
development to be hosted by St. Olaf the first two 
weeks of June. She noted that there was still space and 
to speak with her if anyone is interested. 

2. Treasurer Gergana May presented the Treasurer’s Re-
port. 

3. President Dean Krouk reported on behalf of Newsletter 
Editor and Web Master Steve Finney that the reading 
guides created in October will be distributed on the 
website. 

4. Melissa Gjellstad reported on Norgesseminaret for Oc-
tober. She announced that the theme for the seminar is 
Oslo as Democratic Space. Two people have accepted 
the invitation to attend: Ellen DeVibe and Ingvar 
Brattbakk. She noted that a grant application is still in 
process for additional funding for the seminar. 

5. Announcements: 
a.  Anna Peterson announced the potential with the 
Norwegian-American Studies: the journal will be 
published every year and there are many opportuni-
ties for people to contribute, including students. 
b.  Kari Lie Dorer reported on recent problems with 
searches. She noted there needs to be encouragement 
for students at the graduate level to study Norwegian 
and also support them with money to live and study. 
c.  Torild Homstad announced that NAHA will ar-
chive all the NORTANA newsletters.  She also noted 
she will be retiring this fall. She also reported that 
Michelle Fredrikson will take over as interim director 
of North American Office of Oslo International Sum-
mer School. 
d.  Ellen Rees presented an update on the Ibsen Cen-
ter at the University of Oslo. The Center has been 
under review and interviews for a new director of the 
Center are underway. 
e.  Kari Lie Dorer also shared exciting news: David 
Natvig received the Marie Sklodowska Curie post-
doc, Melissa Gjellstad has been promoted to full pro-
fessor. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 1.15pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations! 
 
We congratulate:  

Olivia Gunn, Assistant Professor  of Scandinavian Stud-
ies and Norwegian in the University of Washington Depart-
ment of Scandinavian Studies. Olivia was recently appoint-
ed the new holder of the Sverre Arestad Endowed Chair in 
Norwegian Studies in the Department of Scandinavian 
Studies at the University of Washington, Seattle. Her re-
search interests include Norwegian literature and culture 
after 1880, comparative literature, performance studies, 
feminism and queer theory.  Details about her interests, 
research and teaching may be found at: https://
scandinavian.washington.edu/people/olivia-gunn. 

...and: 

David Natvig, who received his Ph.D from the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin—Madison in 2018 and served this spring 
as Visiting Assistant Professor of Norwegian at St. Olaf 
College. In September David will be starting a Marie 
Skłodowska-Curie Postdoctoral Fellowship in the Center 
for Multilingualism in Society across the Lifespan at the 
University of Oslo. He will be doing fieldwork with Nor-
wegian-English bilinguals in the United States and re-
searching language contact patterns in their speech sounds 
and the social factors that influenced the maintenance and 
loss of Norwegian as a community language in the US. 

 

 

Save the Date! 

 
 
Norway Seminar 2019 “Oslo: Democratic 
Public Space”  
October 17-19 at the University of North Da-
kota; Grand Forks, North Dakota.Dakota. 

Local hosts Melissa Gjellstad and Steve Fin-
ney, faculty in UND’s Department of Modern 
& Classical Languages & Literatures, wel-
come you this year’s Norgesseminar, where 
we will explore the way Norwegians write 
about suburban Oslo and its multicultural 
neighborhoods, and how Oslo city planners 
have worked conceptually to redesign and in-
tentionally integrate the urban public spaces 
within the city. 

 

 

https://scandinavian.washington.edu/people/olivia-gunn
https://scandinavian.washington.edu/people/olivia-gunn


Research and Study 
Opportunities 

 
 

NORTANA Stipend for Graduate Student 
Attendance at Norgesseminaret 2019 

 
The NORTANA Board invites graduate student applica-
tions for a grant of up to $250 for attendance at Nor-
gesseminaret 2019. Seminar participants are active NOR-
TANA members who serve as faculty, instructors, free-
lance researchers and recommended graduate students at 
institutions across North America. All invitations, includ-
ing those to graduate students, are issued from the Royal 
Norwegian Embassy in Washington, D.C. This NORTANA 
Graduate Student Travel Stipend will help supplement the 
student’s own expenses for the seminar (primarily transpor-
tation to/from the seminar site and some meals) and will be 
awarded upon submission of receipts. 
 
Please review the information below for application eligi-
bility and submission of materials: 
 
Eligibility Guidelines: 
• The student is currently a Ph.D. student in good standing 
at a university in the U.S. or Canada; 
• The student is a NORTANA member in good standing; 
• Those students whose research interests are most relevant 
to the year’s seminar topic and/or the speakers’ areas of 
focus will be given priority; 
• The student need not have passed pre-dissertation 
qualifying exams. 
 
Application Materials: 
1) A cover letter written by the student, detailing why this 
Norway Seminar aligns with his/her research. 
2) A letter of recommendation by one (or several) faculty 
members of the student’s department or graduate program. 
The letter should include pertinent information on the stu-
dent’s graduate work and research to date. 
3) An unofficial transcript. 
 
Submission of Application: 
Graduate students are requested to submit their materials as 
email attachments to: president@nortana.org 
Only complete applications will be considered. 
The application deadline is July 15, 2019 Selection will be 
announced by August 1, 2019. 
Selection Committee: The NORTANA board 
Details on Norgesseminaret 2019: 
 

Dates: 17-19 October 
Place: University of North Dakota, Grand Forks 
(hosted by Dr. Melissa Gjellstad and Steve Finney) 
Topic: Oslo: Democratic Public Space 
 

*      *      * 
 

Coordinating Committee 

For Nordic Studies Abroad (SNU) 

Call for funding applications: Nordic projects at univer-
sities worldwide, 2020  

Introduction 

The Coordinating Committee for Nordic Studies Abroad 
(SNU) invites universities worldwide to apply for funding 
for Nordic cooperation projects. The funding comes from 
the national member organizations of SNU (UFM, OPH, 
SÁM, Diku, and SI). 

Webpage: The Coordinating Committee for Nordic Studies 
Abroad (SNU) 

Purpose and target group  

Support may be awarded projects with a Nordic focus and/
or profile and should include at least three Nordic countries 
or languages. The projects must be implemented by teach-
ers in the different Nordic languages or subject areas at the 
university. Embassies and consulates of the Nordic coun-
tries and Nordic associations or organizations may contrib-
ute as a cooperation partner or financial contributor. It is an 
advantage if the project is a cooperation between institu-
tions, universities and/or other parties.  

The aim of the projects shall be to promote interest in the 
Nordic languages, cultures and societies and to increase 
interest in the Nordic countries as a region. The projects 
shall be a complement to the regular teaching and research 
activities at the universities. Guest lecturers, seminars, con-
ferences, author visits, film and theatre performances, con-
certs, exhibitions and testing of new Nordic courses are 
examples of activities which may be supported.  

The target group for the supported activities shall be stu-
dents and teachers at the university, but it may also include 
a broader audience. Dissemination and visibility are im-
portant factors in the assessment of the application.  

The project must take place in 2020.  

Funding  

The support may cover travel, accommodation, remunera-
tion of fees and rent. Honoraria for visiting freelance lec-
turers is maximum DKK 5,000 and for guest lecturers from 
other universities maximum DKK 3,000. The application 
must include a detailed budget, program and names of in-
vited speakers.  

The total amount applied for may not exceed DKK 
100,000.  

Ineligible costs  

No support for overhead costs or administration is pro-
vided, but SNU may support administrative costs related to 
financial transactions  

Honoraria is not given to lecturers from the applying 
university  

Support may not be used for purchase of technical facili-
ties, salary or research, development and production of 
teaching material, translation and publication of literature 

http://samarbetsnamnden.org/
http://samarbetsnamnden.org/


or for study trips  
As a general rule, support may not be given to regularly 

recurrent activities  
Activities which have already taken place will not be 

supported  

How to apply: Please use the attached application form.  

The application form and attachments are to be sent as one 
pdf-file (not separate files) by e-mail to lektoratsordning-
en@ufm.dk no later than October 15th, 2019. 

*      *      * 

 

AMERICAN-SCANDINAVIAN FOUNDATION COM-
PETITION OPENS FOR SCANDINAVIAN FOLK 
ARTS AND CULTURAL TRADITIONS GRANTS 

NEW YORK, NY—The American-Scandinavian Founda-
tion (ASF) announces the opening of this year’s competi-
tion for fellowships and grants to support Scandinavian 
folk arts and cultural traditions in the Upper Midwest 
(North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan). Whether practicing 
a traditional craft, art, technical, or occupational skill, per-
forming music or dance, or marking important moments of 
life or the year with special foods or customs, traditional 
arts, broadly defined, are expressions of community identi-
ty and values. Cultivated informally among individuals by 
word of mouth or example, the practice of these arts fosters 
human creativity and transmits cultural values that affirm 
community ties.  
 
Two categories of support are available—fellowships for 
artists and grants for public programs. All of the grants en-
courage both the practice of folk arts and the presentation 
of those arts to public audiences.  

ASF is committed to celebrating and preserving Nordic 
Scandinavian (Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sapmi, 
Sweden) culture throughout the United States. Through the 
support of folk arts and traditional cultures in the Upper 
Midwest, in particular, ASF recognizes and celebrates the 
mastery of individual artists or practitioners, facilitates the 
cultivation of skills and understanding among younger gen-
erations, brings greater visibility to Scandinavian arts and 
traditions, and furthers the awareness that cultural expres-
sion is central to all of our lives. 

THE AMERICAN-SCANDINAVIAN FOUNDATION 

The American-Scandinavian Foundation (ASF) promotes 
firsthand exchange of intellectual and creative influence 
between the United States and the Nordic countries: Den-
mark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden. A publicly 
supported American nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, ASF 
has an extensive program of fellowships, grants, intern/
trainee sponsorship, publishing, and cultural activities. 
Headquartered in New York City, ASF has members 
throughout the United States, and alumni and donors 
worldwide. 

For further information, please visit www.amscan.org. 

News, Reports and Resources 
  

Intensive Online Summer Norwegian 2019 

Languages of Northern Europe 404 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Learn Norwegian online this summer!  The University of 
Wisconsin-Madison is pleased to announce that intensive 
online Norwegian will be offered this summer.  Perhaps 
you want to develop a foundation in the language before 
studying or living in Norway, or you want to explore your 
Norwegian heritage, be able to communicate with a friend, 
read a favorite book in Norwegian, admire the Norwegian 
government or study a language that will make your re-
sume stand out. The course is open to both undergraduate 
and graduate students.  

The University of Wisconsin’s summer online course is an 
intensive, eight-week version of a regular academic year 
beginning Norwegian level course. Students may take only 
the first four weeks, or continue on for the full eight weeks.  
There are no prerequisites for the first semester.  Comple-
tion of the full eight-week session will allow students to 
continue on into third semester Norwegian.  

First semester offered: June 17-July 14   (4 credits).   Lan-
guages of Northern Europe 404 

Second semester offered: July 15-August 11 (4 credits).  
Languages of Northern Europe 404 

The course features a unique series of grammar and content 
tutorials that supplement the textbook language materials 
and online activities.    An online course does offer students 
some flexibility.  However, because this is an intensive 
course, enrolled students must plan on spending 6-8 hours a 
day to complete assignments.  A key component of the 
course is required video chat sessions with the instructor 
and students must be available for at least two thirty-minute 
video chat sessions per week with an optional third chat 
offered.  

Summer online Norwegian is sponsored by the Department 
of German, Nordic and Slavic at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison.   

Questions may be addressed to the instructor of the course 
Peggy Hager  pehager@wisc.edu 

  
*         *         * 

June 21 to Sept 1 | Norway House 

MOTHER 
A vision of the Eisenhower-era mother;  

eager to please, ready to serve, and blissfully sweeping 
the unmentionable under the rug 

Photography by Judy Olausen 

Wayzata, Minnesota-born Judy Olausen spent her child-
hood in an environment that would provide inspiration for 

http://samarbetsnamnden.org/solofile/1017208
mailto:pehager@wisc.edu


her later work.  She entered the University of Minnesota 
planning to study architecture. When a class she planned to 
take was full, she substituted a course in photojournalism 
taught by Dr. R. Smith Schuneman.  He became an im-
portant mentor for her and the class changed the course of 
her career.  Olausen graduated with a B.A. in Photojournal-
ism in 1967.  This training prepared her well for the medi-
um that would establish her reputation for portrait photog-
raphy. 

A personal project developed into a best-selling and influ-
ential book, Mother, published in 1996, which broke a 
sales record at The New York Times. Olausen described her 
book as “…a vision of the Eisenhower era mother, eager to 
please, ready to serve and blissfully sweeping the unmen-
tionable under the rug.” It is also a loving tribute to her 
mother, Vivian, who modeled for the images. The project 
took four years to complete and was set in the time before 
birth control.  Quoted in Harper’s, Olausen described her 
mother as part of “…a forgotten generation of women who 
put their kids and husbands before their own needs and 
hovered in the background, like furniture.”  The iconic im-
age “Mother as Coffee Table” conveys this perfectly. 

Beyond the satirical edge, the exaggerated theatricality of 
Vivian’s expressions and poses and the brightly colored, 
cartoon-like settings, these are powerful visual metaphors 
in which she gives tribute to her lifelong inspiration, Mar-
cel Duchamp.  Each element in these carefully rendered 
compositions provides both overt and subliminal messages 
about the complex and often contradictory roles of the 
American housewife during this period. The public re-
sponse to Mother was overwhelming.  Mother appeared 
on The New York Times Best Sellers List in 1996, breaking 
a sales record.  Olausen and her mother made a number of 
national TV appearances, including the Oprah Winfrey 
Show and the Today Show with Connie Chung, and they 
were interviewed on NPR’s “All Things Consid-
ered.” Ms, LIFE, People, Harper’s and the Chicago Trib-
une did features on the book.  

Source:: http://www.olausen.com/about/ 

*      *      * 

 

Summer 2019 Events | Scandinavia House  

 
New York, NY—This season’s upcoming events at Scan-
dinavia House include the return of our ongoing Summer 
Jazz Series, featur ing per formances by some of Scandi-
navia's most talented jazz musicians, composers, and sing-
ers, including Sigmar Matthíasson (Iceland), Mikkel Ploug 
Trio (Denmark), Kari Ikonen Trio (Finland), Thomas Back-
man (Sweden), and Jostein Gulbrandsen Trio 
(Norway). Film programming includes two film series. Fo-
cus on Norway features screenings of three recent hit films 
from Norway, Utøya: July 22; Handle With Care; and The 
Rules for Everything; and Department Q, the popular  
Danish noir film series based on the internationally bestsel-
ling books by Jussi Adler-Olsen. Children's programming 

includes our annual Family Midsummer Celebration, with a 
range of Scandinavian craft activities to celebrate the long-
est day of the year. And the exhibition Nordic Impres-
sions: Contemporary Art from Åland, Denmark, Finland, 
Greenland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden closes on June 
8, giving visitors a last chance to see the wide array of ex-
pressions from internationally acclaimed artists that reflect 
the rich diversity and global character of Nordic art.  

FILMS 
This summer's film programming includes two new series: 
Focus on Norway and Department Q. From June 12 
through 28, Focus on Norway presents three recent hit 
Norwegian films screening Wednesday and Friday eve-
nings, beginning with Erik Poppe's Utøya: July 22 /22. Juli 
on June 12 & 14. A fictionalized story based on the 2011 
extremist attack of a summer camp outside Oslo, and writ-
ten in close dialogue with survivors, Utøya: July 22 follows 
the teens and children reacting to the nightmare around 
them through the perspective of 18-year-old Kaja (Norway, 
2018). On June 19 & 21, director Arild Andressen’s Han-
dle With Care /Hjertsestarter follows the journey of wid-
ower Kjetil and his adopted son Daniel as they seek out 
Daniel's birth family in Bogotá after the unexpected loss of 
his wife (Norway, 2017). And on June 26 & 28, Kim 
Hiorthøy’s surreal fable The Rules for Everything /Løperen 
og hesten tells the story of 10-year old Storm and her 
mother as they create fantastic and unexpected new worlds 
in the wake of great tragedy (Norway, 2017). 
 
From July 10 through July 25, the series Department Q, 
based on the bestselling novels of Jussi Adler-Olsen, fol-
lows maverick detective Carl Mørck and his partner Assad 
as they work to solve Denmark's most elusive cold cases, 
screening Wednesday evenings and Thursday matinees. In 
The Keeper of Lost Causes /Kvinden i buret on July 10 & 
11, Mørck’s discovery of inconsistencies in the five-year-
old disappearance of a female politician leads the detec-
tives into a malicious conspiracy (directed by Mikkel 
Nørgaard). In The Absent One /Fasandræberne on July 17 
& 18, Mørck and Assad discover a potential cover-up in 
the 20-year-old murder of twin teenagers, whose brutal 
beating may have connections to a privileged local board-
ing school (directed by Mikkel Nørgaard). And in A Con-
spiracy of Faith /Flaskepost fra P on July 24 & 25, the 
disappearance of siblings from a local religious community 
leads the detectives to the trail of a serial kidnapper and 
murderer (directed by Hans Petter Moland). 
 
PERFORMING ARTS 
On May 30, Scandinavia House presents a staged reading 
of Iceland playwright Hávar Sigurjónsson’s Our Boy pre-
sented in partnership with Scandinavian American Theater 
Company. Performed by Annemette Andersen (Denmark), 
Jason Beckmann (USA), Albert Bendix (Denmark) and 
Jason C. Brown (USA) and directed by Norwegian theatre 
director Henning Hegland, Our Boy examines the relation-
ships between a mother, a father, their homosexual son, and 
his boyfriend, exploring themes like machismo, love and 
longing, sex, upbringing, and marriage. 
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CONCERTS 
Our popular Summer Jazz Series returns to Scandinavia 
House, with performances by some of the most talented 
young jazz musicians, composers, and singers from the 
Nordic countries. The series will take place June 20 
through July 11, with a special week of four  per for -
mances from June 20 through 27 and an additional perfor-
mance on July 11. Concerts begin at 7:30 PM, preceded by 
receptions on the Volvo Hall terrace starting at 7 PM. 
 
The series kicks off on June 20 with Icelandic bassist & 
composer Sigmar Matthíasson and fellow musicians, per-
forming music including works from Matthíasson’s debut 
solo album Áróra that combine jazz with different genres 
for powerful and lyrical music results. On June 24, Mikkel 
Ploug Trio, featur ing Danish guitar ist Mikkel Ploug 
with bassist Jeppe Skovbakke and drummer Sean Carpio, 
premiere new arrangements of Danish Grawemeyer Award
-winning composer Bent Sørensen’s Nocturnes and other 
original songs from Ploug's repertoire.  
 
On June 25, Finnish group Kari Ikonen Trio, featuring pia-
nist, moogist and composer Kari Ikonen with bassist Olli 
Rantala and drummer Markku Ounaskari, join us for a per-
formance of original compositions that have been described 
as “fresh, subtle, and tickled by gentle surpris-
es” (Downbeat). On June 27, Swedish reedplayer  Thom-
as Backman and Josefine Lindstr and, Oskar  Schön-
ning, and Julia Schabbauer will perform original composi-
tions off Backman’s critically acclaimed debut album Did 
You Have A Good Day, David?, blending bebop and free 
jazz elements with hip hop, indie pop, and chamber music. 
And on July 11, Norwegian guitarist and composer Jostein 
Gulbrandsen, with Mike McGuirk and Ronen Itzik, 
presents original compositions blending Scandinavian her-
itage with American jazz and blues, including hits off 
Gulbrandsen’s recent third album, Looking Ahead. 
 
Also this summer, ensemble mise-en r eturns for  its four-
day New Music Festival, which will be held from June 26 
through June 29 at select venues in Brooklyn and Manhat-
tan, NY. In its final event, a marathon concert at Scandina-
via House on Saturday, June 29, will feature 30 composers 
from 20 countries, including 27 premieres. Select Nordic 
performers at this event include Alisson Kruusmaa 
(Estonia), Frej Wedlund (Sweden), Peder Barratt-Due 
(Norway), and Santa Bušs (Latvia).  
 
KIDS & FAMILIES 
This summer, our annual Family Midsummer Celebration 
returns on Thursday, June 20, celebrating the longest day of 
the year Scandinavian-style. At this event, we'll fashion 
flower wreathes, learn traditional midsummer songs, and 
decorate the maypole. All ages are welcome! Our regular 
Children's Center programming also continues for members 
through June and July; the Center will be closed from Au-
gust 6 through September 4 for renovations. 

ARTS 
On view through June 8, Nordic Impressions: Contempo-
rary Art from Åland, Denmark, Finland, Greenland, Ice-

land, Norway, and Sweden highlights the rich diversity 
and global character of Nordic art through a wide array of 
artistic expressions. Since opening, Nordic Impressions has 
received acclaim including selections as a "Must-See Exhi-
bition" from The Architect's Newspaper and an "Editors' 
Top Pick" by Galerie Magazine and was a featured exhibi-
tion on Channel 13's NYC-ARTS. The exhibition features 
two major installations by Iceland's Hrafnhildur Ar-
nardóttir / Shoplifter and Finland Sámi ar tist Outi 
Pieski — who represent their countries at the 2019 Venice 
Biennale — and works by Olafur Eliasson, Katrín Sigur-
dardóttir, Ragnar Kjartansson, Tal R, SUPERFLEX, 
Jesper Just, Per Kirkeby, Tori Wrånes, Torbjørn 
Rødland, Eija-Liisa Ahtila, Mamma Anders-
son, Nathalie Djurberg, Britta Marakatt-Labba, Pia 
Aarke, and others. Curated by Phillips Collection Chief 
Curator and Deputy Director for Academic Affairs Klaus 
Ottmann, this selection focuses on ways that contemporary 
Nordic artists explore themes that have long held a special 
place in Nordic culture — such as light and darkness, the 
coalescence of nature and folklore, women’s rights and 
social liberalism — as well as more current subjects such 
as climate change, sustainability, and immigration.  

Arts programming will continue in the fall with the upcom-
ing exhibition Cutting Edges: Nordic Concrete Art from the 
Erling Neby Collection, which presents over 30 works 
from major Nordic Concrete artists; more details will be 
announced closer to the date.  

 

Call for Papers 

 

World History Connected, an online peer-reviewed jour-
nal, is seeking submissions for an upcoming forum on Vi-
kings and World History. 

World History Connected's mission is to "be designed for 
everyone who wants to deepen the engagement and under-
standing of world history." 

Papers that connect historical events and processes to con-
temporary events or inform the teaching of history are es-
pecially desired. Submissions may be sent as abstracts or 
full articles to mgilbert@hpu.edu (word). More detail on 
style and content may be found on the site. 

This call is of particular interest to the World History Con-
nected Board, as it has had to push back the special forum 
issue on Vikings due to a shortage of articles. 

Ellen Ahlness  

University of Washington 
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Reading Group Guides 
 

(No new reading group guides have been submitted since the last newsletter.) 
 

Submit a Reading Group Guide! 
 

The reading guides have always been the most frequently vis-
ited pages on our website. We now have eight reading guides 
available on http://nortana.org/reading/ for the following 
books: Farthest North, Antiphony, Out Stealing Horses, Alberta and 
Jacob, Maren Gripe, The Half Brother, According to Sofia, and My 
Struggle. 
 
With the proliferation of literary translations that are now 
available we have a prime opportunity to promote Norwegian 
literature to a wider audience. 
 
NORTANA Reading Group Guides present works of Nor-
wegian literature to an English-reading public. By presenting 
these introductory materials, questions for discussion, and 
other suggested readings we wish to enhance your reading 
experience as well as to share our enthusiasm for Norwegian 
literature and encourage you to explore further what Norwe-
gian literature has to offer. 
 

Guide to Creating a Reading Group Guide: 
 

PUBLICATION INFORMATION: Title, Author, Publisher, 
ISBN, Price 
 
INTRODUCTION: A brief note to booksellers and/or book group 
leaders, stating why this 
book would be an excellent selection and what makes it particularly 
well-suited to use by a reading group. 
 
ABOUT THIS BOOK: 300-500 words briefly outlining 
the plot and major issues taken up in the book. Include any 
relevant material that sets the novel in some literary/historical context 
for non-Scandinavianists. As you create your reading group guide please 
keep the implied audience in 
mind. Our assumption is that reading group members are intelligent and 
serious lay-readers, but not academics (at least, not reading academically 
in this setting). It is not expected that they would have a detailed 
knowledge of Norwegian or Nordic literature or culture, (unless it hap-
pens to be a Nordic Book Club), but what the literary work reveals 
about differing cultural assumptions would be one relevant topic of dis-
cussion, along with themes, characterization, genre, style, and discussion 
of the translation. 
 
FOR DISCUSSION: 10 to 15 questions for discussion. 
 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Short, general biographical information, 
primary genres, most important 
works, awards, etc. (ca. 150 words or less, depending on how significant 
the biographical information is to the reading context). Link to author’s 
website, or author’s page on publisher’s website, if available. 

 
ABOUT THE TRANSLATOR/TRANSLATION: 
 
OTHER BOOKS AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH TRANSLA-
TION BY THIS AUTHOR: 
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING: “If you en-
joyed this book, we suggest the following by this or other Nordic 
writers available in English...” 
 
LINKS TO REVIEWS IN ENGLISH: 
 
NORTANA Reading Group Guides may be downloaded at 
no charge from the NORTANA website http://nortana.org/ 
for use by reading groups or individual readers. Comments, 
questions, or suggestions may be posted to our Reading 
Group Guide Discussion (Bulletin Board) Page. 
 
NORTANA Membership Information 

NORTANA (The Norwegian Researchers and Teachers Or-
ganization of North America) is a non-profit organization of 
researchers, teachers, and independent scholars involved in 
Norwegian language, literature, and area studies in North 
America. 

NORTANA promotes the study of Norwegian and Norway 
at all levels, and works to facilitate cooperation among schol-
ars engaged in these fields. 

One of the privileges of NORTANA membership is the op-
portunity to become involved with a small, but dedicated, 
organization devoted to the professions of Norwegian Stud-
ies. 

Membership is open to teachers, researchers, graduate stu-
dents, and members of the community who are interested in 
the field. 

If you are interested in reviewing books or instructional mate-
rials, or have teaching tips or information of interest to share 

with our colleagues, please contact the Newsletter editor at 
editor@nortana.org 

Membership in NORTANA costs $15.00 per year or $40.00 
for three years. Graduate students and Community Education 
teachers may join at a special rate of $12.00 per year or $30.00 
for three years. Membership is based on a calendar year. If 
you have let your membership lapse, now is the time to re-
new, as well as to encourage colleagues to join NORTANA. 

To join or renew your membership, fill out the application 
online at http://nortana.org/. Payment must be sent by 
check to: 
 
Gergana May, NORTANA Treasurer 
Department of Germanic Studies 
Ballantine Hall 644 
Indiana University 
Bloomington, IN 47405 
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